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Abstract

Since a long time ago there has been argument about the Asbab al-Nuzul of Surah At-
Tawbah (Verse 108) on whether it is revealed about Qoba Mosque or Prophet’s Mosque.
There are two viewpoints and two series of narratives among Sunnis. With reference to some
narratives and other evidence, a group of Sunnis have said that Qoba Mosque is intended by
this verse though the referenced narratives are weak and doubtful in content. Primary
narrators were Ka'b al-Ahbar, Abdollah ibn Salam, and Abu Harireh, and then they were
promoted by Shurahbil, Shahr ibn Houshab. The second series of narratives which are
accurate in their reference say that Prophet’s Mosque is implied in the above verse, and some
Sunni scholars prefer this viewpoint. There are several narratives in Shi’ite books which
consider Qoba as the intended mosque in that verse though these narratives are not
trustworthy in reference. With reference to these narratives and also the ones from Sunnis, the
Shi’ite commentators have declared that Qoba Mosque is actually meant in the verse.
According to the accurate narratives, there is no doubt that Prophet’s Mosque is implied and
based on the received evidence it seems that part of the verse saying “in it are men” refers to
Prophet’s Ahl al-Bayt.

Keywords: Prophet’s mosque, Qoba, purification, Munafiqun (hypocrites), Jews, Ahl al-Beyt
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