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Abstract

This study examines the concept of Life (hayat) as one of the divine attributes in the Holy Quran,
from the perspectives of theological exegeses from both Sunni and Shiite traditions. The central
challenge lies in the fundamental difference between divine life and the life of creations, and
the manner in which this attribute is ascribed to God in Quranic verses. The primary goal is to
clarify the views of the exegetes on the meaning of divine life and to assess its status within the
Islamic belief system from a critical perspective. This research uses a library-based and
comparative content analysis method. First, Quranic uses of the term hayat are examined, and
then exegetical perspectives in justifying this attribute for God are analyzed. Findings show that
some exegetes interpret divine life as permanence and eternality, while others consider it an
essential attribute and the source of perfection in God’s knowledge and power. Analyses reveal
that philosophical-theological interpretations go beyond the lexical meaning and rely on rational
foundations. The results of the study indicate that divine life is an essential and eternal attribute
that is the source of all other divine attributes and aligns with Quranic monotheism. The
comparison of Sunni and Shiite exegeses shows that they converge on foundational principles
such as the eternality and permanence of divine life. This multi-dimensional attribute
encompasses enduring existence, absolute knowledge, and unlimited power, and plays an
important role in affirming divine oneness.
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Introduction
The concept of hayat (life) is one of the most fundamental theological concepts in the
Quran which has been used both as an essential attribute of God and in relation to divine
actions such as giving life, causing death, and governing the world. However,
explaining the precise meaning of “divine life” has always been a point of disagreement
among exegetes, since human understanding of life is tied to change and mortality,
whereas the divine essence is free from all imperfection and change. This apparent
contradiction has put the question of how to interpret divine life in a way that is in
accordance with Quranic expressions and the principle of God’s transcendence before
exegetes.
The issue of divine life is not merely theoretical; it plays a crucial role in explaining
the monotheistic system, in the human conception of God, and in the relationship
between God and the world, and it has been the focus at both the national and
international levels in the areas of Quranic exegesis, Islamic theology, and comparative
religious studies. A brief study of the different views shows that exegetes generally fall
into two major groups regarding the attribute al-Hayy: those who, focusing on the
apparent meaning of the verses, interpret it as permanence and the negation of death;
and those who, with a theological and philosophical approach, consider divine life as
an existential reality and the source of all other divine perfections. The key question of
this study is whether one can present a comprehensive interpretation of divine life
without deviating from the apparent meaning of the verses and without resorting to
complicated interpretations, in accordance with Islam’s theological principles.
The distinguishing feature of this research lies in its independent focus on the divine
attribute of life, its comparative examination of the views of exegetes from Sunni and
Shiite schools within a historical context, and its effort to present an explanation that,
while remaining faithful to the apparent meanings of the Quran, avoids this attribute to
mere subsistence or unregulated philosophical expansion. The study aims to present a
balanced and comprehensive account of divine life that can explain its central role in
the system of divine attributes.
This research has been conducted using library resources and employing a document
analysis method, and the analytical approaches used in it are descriptive, analytical,
and comparative. In line with this, it first examines Quranic usages of the concept.

Findings of the Research

A historical synthesis of Sunni and Shiite exegetical views regarding divine life, it can
be said that in the early centuries, the dominant approach, especially among Sunni
exegetes, emphasized simplicity in meaning, relying on the apparent meaning of verses,
and avoiding complex theological analyses. During this period, the attribute “al-Hayy”
([ever] living) was mostly interpreted as endurance, continuity, and the negation of
death, and divine life was understood primarily in contrast with the mortality of
creatures. From the fifth century Hijrah onward, with the development of theological
and philosophical schools, divine life came to be viewed as the source of all other
divine attributes of perfection, and analytical approaches became more widespread
among both Sunni and Shiite exegetes. A comparative study of these views shows that
their differences lie not in divine life itself but in explaining its nature and requisites.
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Conclusion

By summarizing the linguistic, exegetical, and theological discussions on divine life, it
becomes clear that neither reducing this attribute to the mere meaning of endurance and
the negation of death, nor expanding it without limits on the basis of philosophical
presuppositions, is by itself sufficient to account for Quranic denotations. The findings
of this study show that it is possible, while preserving the apparent meanings of the
Quran and attention to the essence of the meaning, to interpret divine life as an
essential, eternal, and active reality that is the source of all other divine attributes of
perfection and is completely consistent with Quranic monotheistic foundations.
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