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Abstract
This study compares the perspectives of Allamah Tabatabai and Fakhr Razi regarding

the concept of governance in Quranic exegeses, al-Mizan and Mafatih al-Ghayb,
focusing on selected verses from the al-Nisa Chapter. The main objective is to elucidate
the components of governance from the views of these two prominent exegetes and to
examine the possibility of applying these to contemporary Islamic societies. The central
research question is: What are the features of governance as identified by these two
thinkers, and how can these principles be implemented in today’s world? Employing a
descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology, this study analyzes verses 58,
59, and 135 of the al-Nisa Chapter and examines the exegetic perspectives of both
exegetes. The findings show that although Allamah Tabatabai and Fakhr Razi have
different exegetical approaches; however, both emphasize shared foundational
principles such as justice, consultation, trustworthiness, and responsibility. Allamah
Tabatabai introduces these principles as the pillars of Islamic governance, while Fakhr
Razi, through a jurisprudential-theological approach, provides a practical framework
for their implementation. Overall, the results indicate that these principles can offer an
effective model for achieving desirable governance in contemporary Islamic societies.
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Introduction

The present study undertakes a comparative examination of Quranic concepts in the
exegeses of Allamah Tabatabai and Fakhr Razi, with a focus on the al-Nisa Chapter, a
chapter that, in terms of its social, legal, and ethical content, holds a distinguished place
in the Quran and provides an appropriate setting for analyzing methodological
differences between these two prominent exegetes of the Islamic world. The
significance of this study lies in illustrating how different exegetical approaches can
yield varying interpretations of Quranic concepts, while still revealing shared
principles in understanding the Quran. In Tafsir al-Mizan, Allamah Tabatabai,
emphasizing the principle that “parts of the Quran interpret other parts of it,” interprets
the Quran from within itself and achieves an intra-textual and systematic understanding
of concepts by discovering a semantic network between the verses. This approach takes
the exegesis beyond the superficial level of the verses and reveals deeper semantic
layers. In contrast, Fakhr Razi, in Tafsir al-Kabir (Mafatih al-Ghayb), employing the
sciences of jurisprudence, philosophy, logic, theology, and natural sciences, offers a
comprehensive interpretation, a perspective that studies the Quran in relation to the
epistemic and scientific systems of human beings. The fundamental difference between
these two approaches lies in their respective engagements with the text and their
reliance on reason and the Quranic text itself. A comparative study of these methods,
besides revealing points of convergence and divergence in the interpretation of key
concepts such as justice, consultation, and welfare (maslahah), also contributes to
formulating a scientific model for a holistic understanding of the Quran in the modern
age. Such a model can provide a basis for dialogue between exegetical schools and
strengthen epistemic convergence in Quranic studies. Moreover, the selection of the al-
Nisa Chapter is due to its role in articulating the principles of Islamic governance, social
justice, and human responsibilities.

A review of the research background reveals that comparative studies on these two
exegetes, especially in relation to the al-Nisa Chapter, have been limited. Earlier
scholarly works have primarily concentrated on analyzing governance concepts or
exegetical methodologies, without establishing a systematic connection between the
views of Allamah Tabatabai and Fakhr Razi. Most international studies have similarly
focused on macro-aspects of Islamic governance and have rarely addressed
comparative exegesis. The present study, employing a descriptive, analytical, and
comparative approach and drawing on data collected from library sources and primary
exegetical texts, seeks to fill this gap. Its innovation lies in offering a new classification
of exegetical methods, analyzing the impact of historical and social conditions on the
exegetes’ approaches, and proposing an integrative model for the contemporary
understanding of the Quran; a model that, while preserving the semantic depth, can be
applied in dealing with present-day social challenges.



A Comparative Study of the Views of Allamah Tabatabai and Fakhr ... 135

Research Findings

A comparative examination of al-Nisa Chapter in the works of Allamah Tabatabai and
Fakhr Razi reveals that, despite methodological differences, both exegetes are in
agreement regarding the foundational principles of understanding the Quran. Allamah
Tabatabai, through his intra-textual method and the principle that “parts of the Quran
interpret other parts of it,” uncovers semantic connections between the verses and
presents a harmonized system of Quranic concepts. In contrast, Fakhr Razi, with a
rationalist and comprehensive approach, interprets the chapter’s ideas in connection
with philosophical, theological, and social sciences. These two approaches have led to
different levels of analysis: Tabatabai arrives at the meaning from within the text,
whereas Fakhr Razi, relying on rational sciences, elucidates the concepts from outside
the text. Despite this, both scholars emphasize principles such as justice, consultation,
and welfare in the structure of an Islamic society, and regard the Quran as the
fundamental source of social and moral order.

Conclusion
The results of this research show that combining Allamah Tabatabai’s intra-textual
approach with Fakhr Razi’s rationalist perspective can provide a comprehensive model
for contemporary Quranic exegesis. This model preserves the depth of meaning in the
verses while offering the capacity to address today’s social issues. The comparative
analysis of the al-Nisa Chapter demonstrates that both exegetes seek to present a
systematic picture of Islamic society, even though the tools and methods of their
inference differ. On the other hand, articulation of justice and social responsibility in
their exegeses can pave the way for dialogue among exegetical schools and strengthen
epistemic convergence in Quranic studies. Finally, this study proposes an integrative
model for a dynamic and practical understanding of the Quran in the contemporary era.
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