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Abstract
Analyzing scholarly articles helps in gaining a more precise understanding of the research

evolution of journals. Accordingly, the aim of the current study is to conduct a scientometric
analysis of the scientific achievements of the quarterly journal Comparative Interpretation
Research to identify publication trends, keyword co-occurrence networks, co-authorship
patterns, thematic orientations, and the most productive authors and institutions. In this
scientometric study, data regarding the articles of the journal were extracted from the
Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC). Microsoft Excel and the Bibliometrix
package were used to analyze the data and visualize the co-authorship and co-word
networks. The trend of article publication was on the rise from 2015 to 2019, subsequently
stabilized, and then decreased in 2024. In the co-occurrence network, the term “exegesis”
(tafsir) holds centrality, with the clusters of “Quran” and “comparative interpretation” being
the most frequently occurring concepts. Co-authorship analysis indicates a prevalence of
collaborative and multi-authored patterns. Furthermore, research trends have shifted over
time toward concepts such as “Quran” and “culture.” Throughout its operation, this journal
has experienced thematic diversity and extensive scientific collaboration. The results of this
study, while revealing the intellectual structure of the journal, can serve as a guide for
managers in formulating future strategies. Additionally, the use of combined qualitative and
quantitative approaches is recommended for future research.
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Introduction

The analysis of scientific data aimed at identifying research trends and evaluating the
performance of scholars constitutes an important part of contemporary research. With
the rapid expansion of scientific production, examining and analyzing research trends
in any field can contribute to a deeper understanding of changes and emerging
approaches. Traditional methods of analyzing scientific data, such as bibliometric
analysis, which often focused on counting documents, are not capable of mapping the
complexity of relationships among authors and ideas. In contrast, analyzing the
scientific output of specialized journals can provide a clearer picture of the state of
knowledge.
The biannual journal Comparative Interpretation Research, as an authentic reference
in comparative studies of religious, philosophical, and cultural texts, plays a prominent
role in this field. The scientific achievements of this journal, particularly in the areas of
exegesis and cultural comparison, constitute an important step toward mapping the
scholarly landscape of this domain. Examining the trends in the journal’s findings can
help identify strengths and weaknesses, discover emerging areas, and guide new
researchers. Moreover, such analysis enables comparison with other similar journals.
The aim of this study is to identify the key characteristics of the journal’s articles,
including growth trends, co-occurrence and co-authorship networks, the most frequent
keywords, research orientations, and the most productive authors and universities.
Regarding previous research, Mirhaqq Joulangaroudi (2013) examined the status of the
journal Qur’anic Studies, while FErfanmanesh and Marovati (2016) analyzed
collaboration networks in the journal [Interdisciplinary Studies. Panahi and
Yousefzadeh (2018) and Pouroshasb and Karimizadeh (2019) studied the journals
Security Research and Rahyaft, respectively. At the international level, Serenko et al.
(2009) investigated transformations in the field of knowledge management, and Tiew
et al. (2001) examined the Malaysian Journal of Library Science. These studies
demonstrate that periodic performance analysis of journals is an effective tool for
evaluating scientific quality and diversity. To date, no research has been conducted on
the scientometric analysis, knowledge mapping, and performance evaluation of the
biannual journal Comparative Interpretation Research; therefore, examining these
aspects can serve as an effective step toward better understanding and enhancing the
journal’s scientific standing.
This study was conducted using a scientometric approach. The bibliographic data of
articles published in the biannual journal of Comparative Interpretation Research was
collected from the Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC). The analyses included
mapping co-word and co-authorship networks using Excel and the Bibliometrix
software. The threshold for co-authorship and co-occurrence analyses was set at a
minimum of two occurrences to ensure the identification of meaningful relationships.

Research Findings
The research findings can be explained in the following axes:
a) Trend of scientific output: Examination of the temporal trend of article publication
shows that the number of articles increased from 2015 to 2019 and reached its peak in
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2019 with about 27 articles. This growth reflects strong interest from researchers during
that period. From 2019 to 2022, the number remained relatively stable with slight
fluctuations (between 24 and 26 articles), indicating a stabilization policy by the
journal. However, in 2023 and 2024, the number of articles declined, reaching 12 in
2024. The main reason for this decrease has been reported as incomplete indexing in
the ISC database. In addition, the citation rate of the articles, which was 93% in 2015,
has shown a downward trend in subsequent years.
b) Co-word network analysis (conceptual structure): In the co-occurrence map, the
word “tafsir” (exegesis) is located at the center of the network, indicating the centrality
of this concept in the articles. In this regard, eight main keyword clusters were
identified:
1. Quran cluster (blue): The largest cluster including “Quran,”
“comparative exegesis,” “Tabatabai,” and “Fakhr Razi.”
2. Thematic interpretation cluster: Including the keywords “thematic
exegesis” and “Fayz Kashani.”
3. Sunni and Shiite exegesis cluster: Including “Shi‘a,” “Ahl al-
Sunnah,” and “comparative study,” focusing on the comparative
approach.
4. Context cluster: Including “context,” “intercession” (shafa ‘ah), and
“guardianship” (wildayah)
5. The al-Mizan cluster: Including “al-Mizan,” “narrative
interpretation,” and “comprehensiveness of the Quran.”
6. Secondary clusters: Including topics such as “interpretation” (ta ‘'wil),
“hijab,” and “divine permission.”

2 ¢

These clusters demonstrate the thematic diversity of the journal while maintaining the
central focus on Quranic exegesis.
c¢) Co-authorship analysis: The authorship pattern indicates a tendency toward scientific
collaboration. The highest frequency belongs to articles with two authors (108 articles).
Thirty-nine articles were written by a single author, and 58 articles were produced by
three authors. This suggests a shift from individual research toward collaborative work.
d) High-frequency keywords and research trends: The most frequent keywords include
“Quran” (28 occurrences), “Sunni and Shiite exegeses,” “comparative exegesis” (18
occurrences each), and “Tabatabai” (16 occurrences). Temporal analysis of topics
shows:
e 2015: Focus on “culture” and “Allamah Tabatabai.”
e 2017: Prominence of the keywords “Quran” and “change.”
e 2019 and 2021: Peak attention to the concepts of “Quran” and
“culture,” which may reflect social and religious transformations.
e 2023: Relative reduction in the size of thematic circles, consistent
with the decline in the number of articles.

e) Strategic diagram: The position of clusters in the strategic diagram is as follows:
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e Foundational themes: The keyword “Quran” appears in this section
(high centrality, low density), indicating its broad and foundational
importance.

e Central themes: The “al-Mizan” cluster appears in this area (high
centrality and density), suggesting that research around it is both
well-developed and central.

¢ Emerging/declining themes: “Thematic exegesis” appears in this
section, indicating the need for further attention or reconsideration.

e Niche themes: Specialized topics such as “divine permission.”

f) Most productive authors and universities: Gholamhossein Arabi (6 articles), Reza
Moaddab (5 articles), and Ali Ahmad Naseh (4 articles) were the most active authors.
Among institutions, the University of Qom ranks first with a considerable margin (96
articles), followed by University of Arak (17 articles) and the University of Tehran (14).

Conclusion
The present study showed that the journal, Comparative Interpretation Research, has
experienced significant changes over time. After a period of growth up to 2019, the
journal entered a phase of stability and was later followed by a decline in the number
of indexed articles. The centrality of the term “exegesis” (tafsir) and the prominent
presence of concepts such as “comparative exegesis” and “al-Mizan” have shaped the
scholarly identity of the journal. The diversity of keyword clusters indicates that
although the journal is centered on Quranic exegesis, it has also addressed various
approaches (narrative, thematic, and Shiite—Sunni comparisons).
The findings reveal the dominance of two-author collaboration patterns, indicating a
movement away from traditional single-author research. However, the heavy
concentration of publications from the University of Qom (the journal’s sponsoring
institution) may pose a challenge for diversifying contributions and broadening the
journal’s national reach. Additionally, the decrease in citations and indexing issues in
recent years serves as a warning regarding the visibility of the articles.
Ultimately, it is recommended that the journal’s management adopt strategies to attract
submissions from other universities, resolve indexing challenges in the ISC, and guide
researchers toward emerging topics (as identified in the strategic diagram) to facilitate
the journal’s qualitative development. Furthermore, employing mixed-method
approaches in future studies is suggested to enable deeper analysis.
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