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Abstract

Verse 106 of Surah al-Baqgarah constitutes the most important textual basis for discussions of
abrogation (naskh) in Qur’anic studies and exegesis. Various views have been advanced as to
whether this verse indicates the abrogation of Qur’anic verses or refers instead to the abrogation
of previous religious laws and scriptures. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and a
comparative approach, this study examines the views of Hibbat al-Din al-Shahristani and
Sayyid Murtada al-‘AskarT concerning this verse. The findings indicate that both scholars reject
its indication of intra-Qur’anic abrogation; however, their underlying premises and methods of
interpretation differ. Al-Shahristani, emphasizing the perpetuity of the Qur’an and its status as
an authoritative source of guidance, rejects the existence of abrogated verses within the Qur’an
and argues that the term Ayah can bear various meanings, including religious law, blessing, and
miracle. Al-‘AskarT, by distinguishing between Qur’anic revelation and explanatory revelation,
locates abrogation within the domain of explanatory revelation and regards the Qur’an as merely
a reflection of the latter. An examination of the context of verses 105—109 of Strah al-Baqgarah,
the historical circumstances surrounding their revelation, and the chronological sequence of the
verses indicates that verse 106 responds to the People of the Book’s assumption concerning the
non-abrogability of the previous religious law and explains the principle of replacement in the
history of revelation, rather than establishing the abrogation of Qur’anic verses. Accordingly,
both scholars’ interpretations are defensible with respect to their fundamental position, although
al-‘Askari’s formulation is distinguished by greater methodological coherence, whereas al-
Shahristani’s approach is characterized by greater semantic openness.
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Introduction

The discussion of abrogation (Naskh) is a long-standing issue in Qur anic
studies and exegesis and plays a fundamental role in understanding the
relationship among religious rulings, laws, and levels of revelation. Verse 106
of Surah al-Baqarah is regarded as a central text in this discussion, as some
scholars have considered it evidence for the occurrence of abrogation within the
Qur’an, whereas others have interpreted it as referring to the abrogation of
previous religious laws and divine scriptures. The significance of this issue lies
in the fact that its proper interpretation directly affects our understanding of the
Qur’an’s relationship to previous religions, the historical development of divine
legislation, and the concept of the Qur’an’s perpetuity.

The principal question of this study is: What are the similarities and
differences between the views of Hibbat al-Din al-Shahristant and Sayyid
Murtada al-‘Askart in interpreting verse 106 of Surah al-Baqarah, and upon
what premises is each interpretation based? The originality of the present study
lies in examining not only the conclusions reached by the two scholars but also
their exegetical premises, their approaches to identifying the referent of the term
Ayah, and the contextual and historical evidence underlying their respective
interpretations. The study employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative
method, drawing its data from relevant exegetical works and studies in Qur’anic
scholarship.

Research Findings

The findings indicate that al-Shahristant and al-"AskarT share a fundamental
conclusion: verse 106 of Siirah al-Baqgarah does not indicate the abrogation of
Qur’anic verses. Nevertheless, their arguments in support of this conclusion
differ. Al-Shahristani bases his position on the Qur’an’s immunity from
abrogation, its perpetuity, and its authoritative status as a source of guidance.
He adopts a broad semantic understanding of the term Ayah and, in addition to
the meanings of revelation and religious law, considers the possibility that it
may refer to a blessing or miracle. By contrast, al-° AskarT distinguishes between
Qur’anic revelation and explanatory revelation, attributes abrogation to the
latter, and regards the Qur’an as a record or reflection of it. Consequently, he
considers the Qur’anic text itself immune from internal abrogation.

An analysis of the context of verses 105-109 of Siirah al-Baqarah further
supports this interpretation. These verses address the People of the Book,
particularly the Jews, and their response to the revelation sent down to the Noble
Prophet (PBUHH). Verse 105 refers to their displeasure with the descent of
“good” (khayr), while verse 106, in response to their assumption concerning
the non-abrogability of the previous religious law, informs them that God is
capable of replacing it with something better or equivalent to it. Verse 108, by
recalling the conduct of the Children of Israel, further clarifies the connection
between this discussion and earlier traditions of revelation. Verse 109 likewise
indicates the People of the Book’s resistance to the truth of the prophetic
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mission. Accordingly, the verse should be understood within the broader context
of the Qur’anic dialogue with the Jews and its explanation of the divine practice
of replacing previous religious laws.

Historical evidence also reinforces this interpretation. Siirah al-Baqgarah is
among the early Medinan Strahs, whereas many of the well-known Qur’anic
verses concerning abrogation occur in later Medinan Strahs. Thus, interpreting
verse 106 as referring to the abrogation of Qur’anic verses raises a chronological
difficulty. Moreover, the early Medinan context, together with the injunctions
toward forgiveness and forbearance found in the verses associated with this
period, suggests that the issue emerged before the legislation of certain later
rulings. It therefore appears to have concerned a theological objection regarding
the possibility of abrogating the previous religious law rather than an exposition
of intra-Qur’anic abrogation.

Conclusion

The comparative examination demonstrates that both al-Shahristan and al-
‘Askari reject the interpretation of verse 106 of Siirah al-Baqarah as evidence
for the abrogation of Qur’anic verses. Their approaches, however, differ: al-
Shahristani adopts a broader semantic interpretation of Ayah, whereas al-
‘AskarT locates the referent specifically within the domain of explanatory
revelation. These differing premises lead to distinct formulations of the same
fundamental conclusion.

In light of the contextual evidence surrounding verses 105-109, the
historical circumstances of revelation, and the chronological considerations,
interpreting verse 106 as referring to the abrogation of previous religious laws
and divine scriptures is more compelling. Accordingly, the verse is best
understood as referring to the divine practice of replacing previous religious
laws and forms of guidance with what is better or equivalent, rather than as
evidence for the occurrence of abrogation within the Qur’anic text itself.
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