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Abstract

The Noble Quran, as the most important source of the Islamic faith, attaches special significance
to resurrection (ma ‘ad) and life after death, emphasizing both the occurrence of the resurrection
and its nature. Most Muslim thinkers maintain that, according to the Quran, resurrection is both
spiritual and corporeal. However, they differ regarding the nature of corporeal resurrection.
Some have considered the verses of the Quran to apply to elemental, corporeal resurrection,
while others have understood them as applying to imaginal resurrection. Among the verses that
have become the subject of exegetical debate concerning the nature of corporeal resurrection is
verse 99 of the al-Isra Chapter. Mulla Sadra infers imaginal corporeal resurrection from this
verse, whereas Allamah Tabatabai infers physical, corporeal resurrection. The main research
question addressed in this study is whether Mulla Sadra’s interpretation of verse 99 of the al-
Isra Chapter is correct, or that of Allamah Tabatabai. Using a descriptive-analytical method, this
paper explains and examines Mulla Sadra’s and Allamah Tabatabai’s interpretations of the
verse, and after a study of their views, the findings indicate that Allamah Tabatabai’s
interpretation is closer to the truth, and that Mulla Sadra’s reading cannot be considered an
accurate interpretation of this verse. Therefore, verse 99 of al-Isra Chapter substantiates
elemental, corporeal resurrection.

Keywords: resurrection, corporeal, elemental, imaginal, Mulla Sadra, Allamah Tabatabai

* Received 30 April 2025; Received in revised from 02 July 2025; Accepted 31 July 2025; Published online
02 October 2025

Cite this article: Nabavian, S.M. (2025). Corporeal Resurrection in Verse 99 of the al-Isra Chapter: A
Comparative Study of the Views of Mulla Sadra and Allamah Tabatabai. Comparative Interpretation
Research, 11(2), 67-85. https://doi.org/10.22091/ptt.2025.13053.2461

Publisher: University of Qom m ©The Author(s)



mailto:smm.nabavian@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.22091/ptt.2025.13053.2461
https://orcid.org/0009-0004-4010-8363

68 Comparative Interpretation Research, 2025, Vol. 11, No.2

Introduction
Undoubtedly, resurrection (ma ‘ad) is one of the most important issues that have
occupied the human mind. The divine religions, including the religion of Islam, have
devoted special attention to this matter, and the sources of Islam—especially the Noble
Quran—have strongly emphasized both the occurrence of resurrection and its nature,
such that some scholars have estimated that the Quranic verses related to resurrection
exceed two thousand, while others maintain that they constitute more than one third of
the Quran.
The verses of the Noble Quran also address the nature of resurrection. Some verses
denote a spiritual resurrection, while others point to a corporeal resurrection. Within
the category of corporeal resurrection, certain verses appear to support elemental
corporeal resurrection, whereas others suggest imaginal (mithali) corporeal
resurrection. Drawing upon the guidance of the Quran, Muslim thinkers have examined
and analyzed this issue and have articulated the pure Islamic ideas. Although they
generally agree on the actual resurrection, they differ concerning corporeal resurrection
and its nature. Some hold that the body in the hereafter is material and of the same kind
as bodies of the physical realm, while others regard the materiality of the eschatological
body as impossible and instead conceive it as an immaterial imaginal body. Mulla Sadra
and Allamah Tabatabai, as two prominent Islamic thinkers, have also presented their
respective views on this subject, each advancing their own distinct position regarding
the issue of corporeal resurrection.
The reason for selecting these two philosophers is, first, the closeness of their
intellectual foundations, and second, their exegetical perspectives regarding the
Quranic verses. They are largely aligned about most of the philosophical principles
regarding resurrection, and have approached the examination of the issue of
resurrection using the same method. Moreover, both scholars have authored works of
Quranic exegesis through which they have presented their exegetic perspectives.
However, despite their agreement on many issues, they diverge in their interpretation
of verse 99 of the al-Isra Chapter and offer opposing views on it.
The novelty of the present article lies in its comparative analysis of the interpretations
of Mulla Sadra and Allamah Tabatabai regarding verse 99 of the al-Isra Chapter in
relation to the question of corporeal resurrection, as well as in judging between their
views—an undertaking that has not previously been carried out in other studies. After
explaining their perspectives, this study proceeds to compare them and ultimately
evaluate their respective positions.

Research Findings
According to Mulla Sadra, based on the intended meaning of the word mithl in verse
99 of al-Isra Chapter, the body in the hereafter is an imaginal body—that is, an
immaterial, not elemental body. Allamah Tabatabai, however, understands the word
mithl in this verse to mean “similar” or “like,” and holds that the body of the hereafter,
while elemental, is like the body of the physical realm. It appears that the correct view
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is that of Allamah Tabatabai, since the term mith/ only denotes similarity and likeness
and does not denote imaginal immateriality. The similarity between the worldly and the
hereafter body implies that the body of the hereafter resembles the worldly body, and
this resemblance can be true in various respects; for example, in terms of outward form
and appearance, or in terms of body cells.

Moreover, an examination of the Quranic verses yields the conclusion that some verses
indicate a likeness between the worldly and hereafter bodies, while others indicate a
self-sameness between them. Thus, it is not that Quranic verses only indicate similarity
between the two such that this likeness could be taken as evidence for the imaginal
nature of eschatological bodies and thereby serve to prove Mulla Sadra’s claim.

Conclusion

Analyzing and comparing verse 99 of al-Isra Chapter with similar verses leads us to
the conclusion that the correct interpretation of this verse and similar verses is that of
Allamah Tabatabai, not that of Mulla Sadra. This is because verse 99 of al-Isra Chapter
is placed among verses regarding God’s response to the deniers of resurrection, who
would ask how it is that once we have become decayed bones, turned to dust, and
disappeared within the earth, can we be brought back to life again? In reply, God
explicitly declares that He is fully aware of those particles that have been lost in the
depths of the earth and is also fully capable of reviving them. This statement indicates
the elemental nature of corporeal resurrection, for these verses emphasize both God’s
knowledge of the decayed, reduced to dust, and lost parts within the earth and His
power to restore them to life. Such a meaning is compatible only with the elemental
nature of the bodies that will return on the Day of Judgment because the reduced to
dust bodies of human beings are material and elemental; and since the very question
concerns these material bodies, God’s answer likewise pertains precisely to them, that
is, to the elemental parts that have turned to dust and become lost in the earth.
Consequently, Allamah Tabatabai’s interpretation of this verse is closer to the correct
exegetical reality.
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