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Abstract

The concept of time in the Holy Quran transcends a mere physical and linear category,
experienced as qualitative, condensed, and transcendent within the context of revelatory
narratives. This research aims to explore the nature of time in the Quran through a comparative
analysis of certain verses (such as al-Ma‘arij: 4, as-Sajdah: 5, and al-Hajj: 47) using Mircea
Eliade’s theory of “Sacred Time.” Employing a descriptive-analytical method and drawing upon
the views of Shiite and Sunni exegetes alongside Eliade’s phenomenological approach, the
study elucidates the qualitative experience of time in realms such as the Day of Judgment,
Ascension, and Creation. The findings indicate that by distinguishing between calendar (human)
time and divine time, the Quran portrays a “qualitative and reversible” temporal structure that
aligns with the characteristics of Eliade’s sacred time (repeatability, meaningfulness, and
transcendent quality). This study provides a deeper understanding of the Quranic engagement
with the issue of human existence within the horizon of time.

Keywords: Quranic exegesis, sacred time, Mircea Eliade, religious experience,
phenomenology of religion

* Received 08 May 2025; Received in revised from 10 July 2025; Accepted 08 August 2025; Published online
02 October 2025

Cite this article: Salahshoor, A. (2025). Representation of Sacred Time in the Quran: A Comparative Study
of the Views of Exegetes and Mircea Eliade’s Theory. Comparative Interpretation Research, 11(2), 107-132.
https://doi.org/10.22091/ptt.2025.13359.2483

Publisher: University of Qom m ©The Author(s)



mailto:a.salahshoor@uok.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22091/ptt.2025.13359.2483
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7444-3563

108 Comparative Interpretation Research, 2025, Vol. 11, No.2

Introduction

The issue of time is one of the most fundamental concerns of human thought, which,
in religious traditions, transforms from a physical matter into an arena for the
manifestation of truth and meaning. In the Holy Quran, there are verses that depict time
in layers different from conventional experience, such as references to the duration of
the Day of Judgment (fifty thousand years) or the ascension of angels in a day
equivalent to a thousand years. The central question of this research is whether these
temporal representations refer merely to calendar time or point to a different dimension
of existential experience. To answer this, Mircea Eliade’s theory of “Sacred Time”
provides a methodical tool. Eliade distinguishes between “Secular Time” (linear, non-
repetitive, and physical) and “Sacred Time” (qualitative, reversible, and meaningful).
From his perspective, sacred texts allow for a return to the “primordial time” through
myth and religion. The existing knowledge gap is the lack of comparative studies
between classical exegetic concepts and modern theories of religious studies regarding
Quranic time. The innovation of this research lies in applying Eliade’s
phenomenological framework to analyze the views of the exegetes regarding temporal
verses. This study demonstrates how expressions like “of what you count” (mimma
ta ‘uddiin) in the Quran signify the relativity and qualitative nature of time. The research
method is descriptive-analytical with a comparative approach, exploring the
relationship between the realm of creation (khalg) and the realm of command (amr)
within the horizon of revelation.

Findings

An analysis of the selected verses based on phenomenological principles shows that
the Holy Quran distinguishes between two levels of time perception. In verses such as
al-Ma‘arij: 4 and as-Sajda: 5, the use of symbolic numbers like “fifty thousand years”
and “a thousand years” goes beyond physical quantity, indicating a rupture from secular
time and transition into the realm of divine qualitative time. Exegetes, emphasizing the
relativity of these numbers, have considered them a response to the limitations of
human perception and a symbol of the majesty of divine providence. Furthermore, the
contrast between “distant” (ba id) from the perspective of deniers and “near” (qarib)
from the divine perspective in the al-Maarij Chapter shows that time is a phenomenon
dependent on the level of consciousness and the presence of the sacred. The findings
suggest that in the Quranic experience, time undergoes contraction and expansion in
the presence of the sacred; for instance, in the story of the People of the Cave and the
description of transgressors on the Day of Judgment, long historical centuries are
transformed into an hour or part of a day in the inner perception of human beings.
Ultimately, this research explains that the Quran portrays time in moments such as
ascension and manifestation in a condensed and reversible manner. This structure
depicts time not as a neutral backdrop for events, but as an arena for the absolute
presence of truth, where the eternal now prevails over the linear future.
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Conclusion

The present study concludes that the representation of time in the Quran significantly
aligns with Mircea Eliade’s Theory of Sacred Time. In contrast to the modern
understanding that views time as a quantitative and irreversible phenomenon, the
Quran, by utilizing qualitative concepts, introduces time as a multi-layered
phenomenon connected to the realm of the sacred. The suspension of time in Quranic
stories and its relativization in descriptions of the hereafter indicate the superiority of
meaningful time over calendar time. This study proves that applying the
phenomenology of religion to Quranic studies can reveal hidden semantic layers
regarding the relativity of time and its link to religious experience and open a new
window in interdisciplinary studies of the Quran and philosophy.
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