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Abstract
As a factor for realizing the phenomenon of understanding, “dialogue with the text” is a
common paradigm has been greatly emphasized by both Muhammad-Bagqir al-Sadr
(1935-1980) in his thematic interpretation of the Qur’an and Hans-Georg Gadamer (1900-
2002) in his philosophical hermeneutics. Of course, the former’s approach to
understanding the Qur’anic text seems normative, while the latter’s approach to
understanding the text per se is descriptive. Through a comparative study of these two
different approaches, the present study has examined the validity of al-Sadr’s
methodological viewpoint according to Gadamer’s phenomenological perspective. In
addition, it has endeavored to pursue this crucial question to what extent do’s and don’ts
&2 in al-Sadr’s interpretive method correspond to the is and isn’t of Gadamer’s hermeneutics.
However, the suggested model does not have the same origin in the thought of these two
e leading thinkers. The similarity of their theories seems structural, hence, the present study
can evidently be categorized as an example of macro-comparative studies based on
structural similarities. Investigating the elements of conversation in both theories has
convincingly proved the legitimacy of “dialogue with the text” as a model for the thematic
interpretation of the Qur’an. It shows as well that the differences between the two theories
stem from some issues outside the essence and process of understanding and therefore do
not methodologically undermine the ontological validity of the thematic interpretation.

Keywords: Qur’an, thematic interpretation, philosophical hermeneutics, understanding
the text, dialogue, Muhammad-Bagqir al-Sadr, Hans-Georg Gadamer
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1. Hans-Georg Gadamer.
2. Descriptive Hermeneutics.
3. Normative Hermeneutics.
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3. Hermeneutical Conversation.
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From Expressive Discrepancy to Pervasive Similarity; A
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and Sunni Exegeses up to the Seventh Century A.H.
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Abstract
The Qur’anic word muhsanat (wedded women), which has occurred in (Q. 4:24) and
elswhere, has various examples in both earlier Shi’ite and Sunni exegeses. Based on some
needs and contexts, such as the tradition of Islamic narrations’ transmission, the variety of
narrations concerning the behavior of the Prophet (PBUH) and Caliphs in dealing with
war captives, as well as legitimizing and sanctifying the way of Caliphs, some former
Sunni exegetes have meant the mentioned word as ‘captive married women’. However,
the different doctrinal contexts in Shi’a led to the point that such a meaning was not being
expressed in previous Shi’ite exegeses. In fact, the majority of Shi’ite exegetes have
mostly considered the Qur’anic word muhsanat to mean a bondwoman or free one. But
after writing the early comprehensive exegeses, the suggested difference became almost
__ disappeared. The mutual retelling of Shi’ite and Sunni exegetes from each other’s sources
= caused the first distinction between Shi’ites and Sunnis about the meaning of the word no
longer being seen in these exegeses. Thus, as if the contexts that underlie the acceptance
k of an exegetical viewpoint in previous Muslim sources were not historically given much
necessary attention in later periods. This point seems especially important when one heeds
that the use of each other’s sources has not happened in a balanced situation between
Shi’ites and Sunnis. As a matter of fact, the Shi’ite exegeses were more influenced by the
Sunni ones and not vice versa. In particular, this consequence seems to be due to the
acceptance of the previous Sunni exegetes’ viewpoints by Shaykh TiisT (385-460/995-
1067), and his character’s influence on later Shi’ite ones as well.
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Abstract

Simply put, the meaning of sayr al-afaq (the external journey) is to think about God’s
creations in order to achieve and strengthen one’s religious beliefs. The Qur’an emphasizes
it as one of the main ways to know the truths of the universe, its mabda’ (the Origin), its
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its validity in the external journey, as one of the mentioned epistemological ways, through
__ ananalytical method, citing the Qur’anic verses and the exegetes’ viewpoints. The results
4 show that it is vitally important in this type of knowledge to use the sensory cognition
purposefully and with the right orientation. Qur’anic exegetes have also considered the
r precise and maximum use of the sensory cognition as the first step towards dealing with
natural phenomena, paying attention to its important role as a gateway to enter data into
the human heart for thinking and receiving knowledge. However, due to the limitations of
the senses, such as being restricted with outward and horizontal cognition, and despite its
general necessity and validity in the external journey, the human sensory knowledge is not
sufficient at all. It is indeed the first epistemological step, which albeit should be completed
with intellectual cognition and deepened with intuitive achievements, the goal of which is
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Abstract
(Q. 38:32-3) should be considered as Qur’anic mutashabihat (ambiguous-allegorical verses)
concerning the prophets’ stories. These two verses are related to Solomon’s entertainment
with the herd of horses, which has ultimately led to his dawdling in worshipping God or at
least not practicing it in its preferred time. The present article examines and evaluates the
interpretive viewpoints of two prominent contemporary Shi’ite exegetes in this regard,
namely Sayyid Muhammad-Husayn Tabataba'1 (1904-1981) and Sayyid Muhammad-
Husayn Fadlullah (1935-2010). Analyzing Fadlullah’s viewpoints, who has studied
Tabataba'T’s al-Mizan in many positions with a critical approach, as well as comparing his
interpretive notions with those of Tabataba'1, can yield some significant scientific results. In
addition to a more thorough explanation of the meanings of the verses in question, such an
important task can help to assess Fadlullah’s critical points towards some of al- al-Mizan’s
stances, as well as to judge some of his ideas about the prophets' life and career per se. The
present study hereupon performs its particular task in three stages. Using a descriptive-
analytical method, it first defines the basis of a plausible belief about the mutashabih aspects
. of the prophets’ lives, relying on the general implications of muhkam (clear) aspects of the
== Qur’anic accounts of the same case, the muhkam accounts especially has been narrated by
the Qur’an on Solomon, and the connotations of the two mentioned verses’ context. Then, it
ez explains these muhkam foundations for the verses in question. Finally, it makes a
comparative analysis of the two exegetes’ viewpoints. Fadlullah’s objections to Tabataba't,
the results show that, cannot be accepted, however, some of the latter’s viewpoints should
also be criticized. A supplementary explanation is given as well, which seems consistent with
the muhkam aspects of the Qur’an, staying away from the valid objections towards the
suggested interpretations of the verses in question.
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Abstract
It seems (Q. 2:282) to be one of the Qur’anic verses that, in its transition process to the
modern period, has brought to mind a kind of gender discrimination between men and
women, according to which the value of women’s testimony has been halved compared to
men. Many Qur’anic exegetes, willingly or unwillingly, have suggested readings based on
gender presuppositions against women, claiming their suffering from some negative human
attributes such as lack of intellect, poor memory, and inability to record events. These
readings were considerably popular until the beginning of the 14th/ 20th century. However,
in the transition to the modern period and the rise of contemporary emerging questions,
socio-cultural contexts have been provided to distance oneself from interpretive traditions
__ and propound up-to-date readings of this verse. Taking a comparative approach, the present
4% research thus attempts to study the different possibilities for the interpretation of the verse in
question, focusing on three modern Qur’anic exegeses, namely al-Manar, al-Mizan, and Min
k Wahy al-Qur’an. It shows that the exegetes of the mentioned interpretations have tried to
offer some new understandings of the (Q. 2:282), appropriate to modern questions and
contemporary needs, of course, through taking three different ways.
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Abstract
The purpose of this article, which is written under the descriptive-analytical method, is to
study more closely the phenomenon of religious superstition, as well as to identify the
affecting factors that cause it in some people, albeit from the perspective of the Qur’an.
The most important are factors such as personal profiteering, defending one’s favorite
religion, weakening various viewpoints of opponents, corruption in religion, as well as
religious tyranny. Of course, some superstitions such as bid ‘a (heresy), tahrif (distortion),
gias (analogy), following mutashabihat (ambiguous similarities), and intentional or
unintentional mistakes of the narrator or listener of Hadith are formed sometimes due to
the weakness of people’s religious beliefs. Even extremism in matters such as rationalism,
2B traditionalism, religious toleration, or committing ghuluww (exaggeration) for the benefit
of making myths seem among the causes of religious superstitions. Anyhow, identifying
e the causes of superstition is undoubtedly one of the most fundamental steps towards the
pathology of this inauspicious phenomenon. Such a crucial task can put preventive
mechanisms in front of present religious communities to increase popular religious insight
and not fall into the abyss of superstition and its consequences. It seems only by trusting
on God and a sheer obedience to the resuscitative teachings of divine leaders on the one
hand and relying on human reason and attempting to raise the level of knowledge on the
other, this destructive phenomenon can be overcomed.
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Abstract
Jihad is one of the most important Islamic furii‘at (derivatives), which Muslim exegetes
and jurists thus have written a lot about it. Historically, many early Muslim exegetes and
jurists have considered the permission or even the obligation of two types of jihad, namely
the initial-offensive and the defensive ones. Nevertheless, in recent centuries, a group of
them denies the initial-offensive jihad due to various necessary social relations such as
freedom of belief, from which it is usually seen as a clear violation. To explain it, another
group uses some different justifications for the initial-offensive jihad, such as interpreting
it as the defensive one, to be finally able to resolve the mentioned seeming contradiction.
The viewpoints of the second group can be divided into these four major headings: (i). the
;v initial-offensive jihad as defend of human fitra (innate disposition); (ii). the initial-
73 offensive jihad as defend of preemption war; (iii). the initial-offensive jihad as proselyte
jihad; (iv). the initial-offensive jihad as denial of superstitions and false affairs. Using
® descriptive-analytical methods, the present critical study has analyzed these interpretive
viewpoints and finally has not accepted any of them. In short, they neither fully conform
to the well-known Islamic conception of the initial-offensive jihad, nor convincingly
manage to resolve such a contemporary religious dilemma.
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Abstract
Education is one of the most crucial goals and concerns of the religions, which has been
heeded by divine books such as the Qur’an and Old Testament. Thus, it has been carefully
pursued by the Qur’anic exegetes in both Shi’ite and Sunni schools. According to religious
teachings, God and His prophets, as the main custodians of human training, have tried to
religiousely educate the people in various ways. The present article has endeavored to
introduce these custodians through a descriptive-analytical method, considering the
Qur’anic exegetes’ viewpoints from the two Sunni and Shi’ite schools. In the following
and by pointing out their educational methods, it has analyzed and evaluated these two
groups’ manners, taking a religious studies approach. As the results of the conducted
__ studies, while examining the viewpoints of both schools’ exegetes, as well as the texts of
S the Qur’an and Old Testament, it can be noted that God and His prophets have been
introduced as the main custodians of religious education in both traditions. In addition,
both traditions are common in conveying the methods of religious education. However,
there are some notable differences. The Qur’an mentions the spiritual education’s
custodians as uswa (good example) ones, while the Old Testament, on the contrary, has
even attributed some discreditable mistakes to them. Moreover, in the Qur’anic accounts,
God and His prophets have taken care of the resurrection and the divine rewards and
punishments more than in the Old Testament. It can be thus concluded that the methods
of religious education in the Qur’an are richer and more comprehensive than those
mentioned in the Old Testament.
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Abstract
The appearance of some Qur’anic verses seems to indicate the impatience, disobedience,
and even rebellion of Jonah to carry out his prophetic mission. The Prophet Muhammad
(PBUH) hence was forbidden, according to the Qur’an, to follow him and consequently
be like him as well. This has led him to be accused by some Muslim scholars of committing
sin and thus lacking infallibility. But on the contrary, another group of both Shi’ite and
Sunni exegetes and Hadith scholars have tried to provide a more appropriate interpretation
of the suggested Qur’anic verses and the existing Islamic narrations, exposing the
weakness of this notion. Based on the results of this article, Shi’ite exegetes have offered
two solutions to answer the doubts concerning the infallibility of Jonah. The first one is
2B that Jonah only committed lapse and not sin, and the second is that the event in question
preceded his prophetic mission. Although a considerable number of Sunni commentators
= have stated the same two ways, some have also believed in Jonah’s sin and rebellion
against God. The present research however evaluates these three approaches and then
proposes its own preferred theory. The evaluation and critique of the mentioned
approaches indicate that the viewpoint of abandoning the best and first deed by Jonah is
the only acceptable one, which seems more compatible with the Qur’anic verses and has
been proposed by many exegetes as well.
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exegesis, comparative exegesis
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Abstract
To study the inimitability of the Qur’an, many Qur’anic exegetes have obviously paid
more attention to its lexical and rhetorical features. However, it should not be forgotten
that an important aspect of inimitability of the Qur’an can also be considered related to its
content, which in its turn correlates to the inner meanings of the Qur’an. What can be
deduced from the comparison shows that attention to this specific aspect of inimitability
has been associated with strengths and weaknesses over the centuries. Accordingly, the
present study tries through an analytical-comparative approach to examine the examples
of the inimitability of the content of the Qur’an from the perspective of Shi’ite and Sunni
scholars. Comparing the two viewpoints, one can recognize that although these two groups
do not differ much in expressing the dimensions of the inimitability of the Qur’anic
.. contents, the main discrepancy between them seems related to the type of attention to these
e examples. In addition, Sunni exegetes have paid more attention to this aspect in the first
centuries, while their Shi’ite colleagues have mostly heeded these examples in
contemporary times. Of course, a more careful study of the viewpoints of Shi’ite and Sunni
scholars shows that there are some differences between them in the examples of contents
and issues related to them. For example, one can refer to a case such as butlin (ventricles)
of the Qur’an that, although its instances are quoted in the Sunni narrations, with a slight
omission from the Prophet (PBUH) or his companions, do not raise a significant issue,
however, the Shi’ites have paid special attention to it.

Keywords: Inimitability of the Qur’an, inimitability of content, semantic inimitability,
Shi’ite exegetes, Sunni exegetes.
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Abstract
In short, an examination of the exegeses made by the method of interpreting the Qur’an
with the Qur’an shows that their exegetes have acted differently in selecting the interpreter
verses. When there is a conflict between interpretive possibilities, it is observed hence that
they sometimes suffer from different interpretive slips or perceptions due to the lack of
verification criteria. This research article, which has been done by descriptive-analytical
method, while trying to adapt and integrate discourse analysis with the principles and rules
of Qur’anic interpretation, has identified some criteria for the verification of the method
of interpreting Qur’an with the Qur’an, and has recommended criteria for its evaluation as
well. It becomes clear by combining the Qur’anic verses that sometimes, due to historical
evidence, the criterion for the validity of the interpreter verses and determining the
7% preferred meaning of the word in question is the semantic resemblance within the text, not
just the similarity of the literal context. The criteria for verifying interpretive probabilities
© are therefore obtained by combining the principles of textual semantics and the rules of
understanding the Qur’an according to the lexical context and the systematic attitude of
the exegete to the Qur’anic text. In this particular case, the most important criteria based
on the principles of the textual discourse analysis seem to be considering theological
context, attention to the basic meanings, the custom and semantic system of Qur’anic
words, regarding all semantic resemblances, heeding to historical semantics of common
terms at the time of Qur’anic revelation and its application in the sentences context as well.
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Abstract
The existence of some common interpretive features between Shi’ites and Sunnis in al-
Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an indicates the author’s motivation to write a proximiting exegesis
of the Qur’an. This fact has been quite effective in the manner of Muhammad b. Hasan
TasT (385-460/995-1067) to convey interpretive narrations, especially those belong to ahl
al-bayt (Prophetic household). In the following centuries, this manner of interpreting was
applied in some other Shi’ite exegeses, especially Majma' al-Bayan f1 Tafsir al-Qur’an of
Fadl b. Hasan Tabrist (454-532/1073-1154). Some Sunni scholars have praised Tabrist’s
moderative manner and thus his interpretation can be considered a successful example of
proximiting exegesis of the Qur’an. However, considering the precedence of al-Tibyan
over Majma“ al-Bayan, as well as Tabrist’s use of the same mode of interpretive
i@ moderation, the suggested manner should first be sought in al-Tibyan. The present article
7% has investigated the proximiting characteristics of interpretive narrations in these two
3 exegeses by using the method of textual analysis and comparison of narrations. Attention
" to non-Shi’ite sources, quoting many narrations of the Prophet Muhammad and ‘Ali b.
Abi-Talib (PBUT) from Sunni sources, refraining from quoting the narrations of the
virtues of ahl al-bayt (PBUT) and condemning the first triple Caliphs, and not explicitly
quoting Shi’ite teachings, are among the proximiting features of these two Qur’anic
exegeses. Nonetheless, the use of more sources, naming Shi’ite and Sunni sources with
the priority of the former ones, as well as the abundance of Shi’ite narrations under the
Qur’anic verses in particular regarding the narrations of the virtues of ahl al-bayt, are
among the differences between Majma‘ al-Bayan and al-Tibyan.

Keywords: Muhammad b. Hasan Tusi, al-Tibyan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, Fadl b. Hasan
Tabrist, Majma“ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Qur’an, proximiting exegesis of the Qur’an
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Abstract
The term ‘comparison’ has literally been applied parallel to the words such as
‘counterbalance’, ‘simultaneous’ and ‘analogy’. However, in the case of ‘comparison” and
‘analogy’, two or more viewpoints or schools on a particular subject that seem similar to
each other are usually examined and criticized. In this way, the similarities and
dissimilarities between them are identified, as well as the strengths and weaknesses of
each, so that eventually their priority over the other ones can be shown. The findings of
the present study indicate that before the second century A.H. there was no traces of
comparison in Sunni exegeses, rather, the hadiths and narrations accepted by the
companions and followers of the Prophet (PBUH) have been quoted without considering
ii2E the opposite viewpoints. In the fourth century A.H. and with the formation and
2 development of other denominations and the growth of some theological schools such as
the Mu’tazilites, the Sunni interpretations advanced to the point of collecting some
contradict ideas and opinions, or counterbalance and simultaneous exegesis. Then, with
the intensification of socio-political developments, there was an opportunity to critique
and express theories in its ‘comparison’ case. The present article, which has applied the
comparative-analytical method, attempts to achieve a new way to have a better
understanding and explanation concerning the course of the conceptual development of
the term comparison and its semantic widening in the field of Sunni Qur’anic exegeses.

Keywords: Qur’an, comparative exegesis, counterbalance exegesis, simultaneous
exegesis, analogical exegesis, course identifying.
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