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Abstract

A comparative analysis of Tafsir Qommi and Tafsir Safi shows the difference in the stances of their
authors regarding the Mustathnayat Verses (the verses whose revelation is considered different to
the revelation of the entire chapter). The importance and necessity of such a comparison is due to
the fact that in a superficial and elementary view, it is thought that in the narrative exegeses, the
exegetes have only collected narrations related to the words and expressions of the verses without
any juristic reasoning (ijtihad). Contrary to this idea, the evidence shows that like other exegetes,
the authors of the narrative exegeses, influenced by background conditions, have made juristic
efforts to discover the meaning of the verses and have selected and arranged the narrations based
on that. The result of this research indicates an increase in the number of Mustathnayat Verses in
Tafsir Safi compared to Tafsir Qommi, which is analyzed in the light of the increase in the number
of Mustathnayat in the works of Quranic scholars and exegetes over time and arises from Fayz’s
adaptation of Tabarsi’'s Majma® al-Bayan. The confusion between the criteria of place and time in
determining the Makkan and Medinite chapters, the incorrect assumptions of Quran scholars, such
as the lack of contact between the Prophet (peace be upon him and his household) and the People
of the Book before the emigration, and the mention of the causes of revelation whose validity is
doubtful, are among the most important factors affecting this difference in outcomes.

Keywords: Mustathnayat Verses, Shiite narrative exegeses, Ali b. Ibrahim Qommi, Fayz
Kashani, Makkan and Medinite
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Introduction

The belief of some authors of works in the field of schools of thought and exegetive
currents is that the authors of narrative exegeses have only collected narrations without
juristic reasoning, which often directly refer to some of the words and expressions of the
verses. (To see some of these authors, see Ayazi, 1994, p. 11; Babaie, 2007, vol. 1, p. 269;
Omid Zanjani, 1994, p. 192; Marfat, 2015, vol. 2, p. 225). Contrary to this idea, the
evidence shows that all the authors of narrative exegeses under the influence of
background conditions and in order to discover the meaning of the verses have applied
juristic reasoning at least in the two categories of selecting sources and narrations.
Comparing these exegeses with each other and paying attention to their different
positions is a good representation of this claim. Among the stances of this difference is
the approach of the authors of these exegeses towards the Mustathnayat Verses.
Mustathnaydt Verses are those verses whose revelation is considered contrary to the
revelation of the entire chapter. Among the famous Shiite narrative exegeses, only the
authors of Tafsir Qommi belonging to the late third and early fourth centuries and Fayz
Kashani’s Tafsir Safi belonging to the eleventh century mentioned the Makkan or Medinite
origin at the beginning of each chapter. Therefore, it is only possible to specifically and
distinctly follow the Mustathnayat Verses in these two exegeses because until the
exegete’s view about the whole of the chapter is not clear in terms of revelation, there is
no room left to talk about its exceptional verses. In this article, the difference between
these two exegeses in the issue of the Mustathnayat Verses and the factors affecting the
reason for this stance have been explained and analyzed.

A comparison of Tafsir Qommi and Tafsir Safi on the subject of the Mustathnayat Verses
The number of verses with exceptions in Tafsir Safi has significantly increased compared
to Tafsir Qommi. Like Qommi, Fayz Kashani has discussed at the beginning of each chapter
about whether it is Makkan or Medinite, with the difference that Fayz, unlike Qommi, also
refers to the Mustathnayat Verses in each chapter. In addition to this stance, this
comparison has also been made during the interpretation of the verses of each chapter.
In all these cases, Fayz Kashani has taken steps in this regard under the inspiration of
Tabarsi’s Majma ‘ al-Bayan. Of course, the comparison of Tafsir Safi with Tabarsi’s Majma
al-Bayan indicates that Fayz has acted differently compared to Tabarsi in some cases. The
increase in the number of Mustathnayat Verses in Tafsir Safi compared to Tafsir Qommi is
itself an example of the increase in the number of exceptions in the works of Quranic
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scholars over time and can be evaluated in the light of this trend. The initiator of this trend
of enumerating the Mustathnayat Verses is Maqatil b. Suleiman; a trend that started in
the second century, continued to a small extent in the third century, increased in the
fourth and fifth centuries, and became completely stable and widespread in the sixth and
seventh centuries. Proof of this universality is Tabarsi’s Majma " al-Bayédn, an exegesis
under whose influence Fayz mentioned the Mustathnayat. In other words, the selection
of the source that Fayz Kashani referred to in mentioning the traditions and views in this
category, which itself is an example of the exegete’s juristic reasoning, has been the basis
for the extensive address of the Mustathnayat Verses in Tafsir Safi.

Factors influencing the difference between Fayz Kashani’s stance compared to Qommi's
One of the influencing factors in this issue is the confusion between the criteria for
recognizing Makkan and Medinite verses. Scholars have three types of theories regarding
chapters being Makkan and Medinite criteria: time, place, and address. The attention in
the writings of Islamic scholars shows that they sometimes ruled verses to be exceptions
by confusing the criteria of time and place. Although this is also seen in Tafsir Qommi, it
is more visible in Tafsir Safi. Among the other factors influencing the emergence of the
Mustathnayat Verses and their increase over time, are the causes of revelation, the
acceptance of whose validity is worth considering. The presuppositions of the exegetes
are other effective factors in the emergence of Mustathnayat Verses and their increase
over many centuries. Attention to the content of some of the Mustathnayat Verses shows
that all of them are related to the People of the Book. The common feature of all these
verses is that they are all placed in Makkan chapters and the exegetes, including Tabarsi
and subsequently Fayz Kashani, with the assumption that the People of the Book did not
encounter the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him and his household) in the pre-
migration period and their relationship and interaction with the Prophet (peace be upon
him and his household) only happened during the Medina period, place all the above-
mentioned verses among the exceptional verses and have considered their revelation to
be related to the years after the migration of the Medina period, contrary to the general
context of their chapters. It should be mentioned that the exclusiveness of the interaction
of the People of the Book with the Prophet of Islam (peace be upon him and his
household) to the Medina era is a presupposition that is rejected according to the opinion
of some researchers and based on numerous Quranic and historical evidence (cf. Kalbasi
and Ahmadnezhad, 2014, pp. 175-201).
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Conclusion
One of the examples of the reflection of the background conditions in the compilation of
Shiite narrative exegeses is the difference between Tafsir Qommi and Tafsir Safi in dealing
with the Mustathnayat Verses. The comparison of these two exegeses shows the increase

in the number of Mustathnayat Verses in Tafsir Safi, as a recent exegesis, compared to
Tafsir Qommi, as an earlier exegesis. We can mention the following issues among the most
prominent factors affecting the difference between these two exegeses regarding
Mustathnayat Verses: confusion between the criteria of space and time in determining
Makkan and Medinite chapters, incorrect assumptions of the exegetes such as the lack of
encounter between the Prophet (peace be upon him and his household) and the People
of the Book before emigration and mentioning causes of revelation, the acceptance of
whose validity is doubtful.
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Abstract

The main point of disagreement among exegetes in the verse “that you may be witnesses to the
people, and that the Apostle may be a witness to you” [al-Bagarah: 143] is the explanation of the
word “shuhada’” Exegetes disagree on the meaning of this word. Some have interpreted it as a
witness on the Day of Judgment, and others have interpreted it as a role model in this world.
Moreover, the exegetes are not united even in determining the instances of these two views. Those
who believe in the meaning as witness have provided the following instances: a) the nation of the
Prophet as witnesses over the nations of previous prophets, b) the Ahlulbayt as witnesses over all
other people, c) the propagators of Islam as witnesses over other people, and d) the prophets and
successors of prophets of each nation as witnesses over the people of their time. The advocates of
the meaning of role model follow the following instances: a) the Prophet’s nation being a role model
for other nations, and b) the Ahlulbayt being a role model for all other people. This study is necessary
both to resolve the differences between exegetes and to explain the position of Ahlulbayt in the
Quran. In this research, which was organized using the method of comparative exegesis, according to
the context of the verses and other verses and narrations, it was revealed that shuhada’ means role
models and examples and the Ahlulbayt are the most perfect instances of the shuhada’.

Keywords: verse 143 of the al-Bagarah Chapter, role models in the Quran, the Ahlulbayt
in the Quran, shuhada’, witnesses over actions
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Introduction

The main disagreement between the exegetes in the interpretation of the verse “that you
may be witnesses to the people, and that the Apostle may be a witness to you” [al-

=5

Bagarah: 143] is in determining the meaning of “shuhada’.” By examining the views of two
hundred exegetes, it was found that most of them interpreted the word shuhada’ as
witnesses on the Day of Judgment and a handful of them considered it to mean role model

and example. The advocates of the first point of view have interpreted shuhada’ as

follows:
1. The nation of the Prophet as witnesses over the nations of previous prophets
2. The Ahlulbayt as witnesses over all other people
3. The propagators of Islam as witnesses over other people, and
4. The prophets and successors of prophets of each nation as witnesses over the

people of their time.
However, the exegetes who have considered the word in question to mean role model
and example have interpreted it as follows:
1. This nation is a role model for all other nations
2. The Ahlulbayt are role models for all others
This range of differences among the exegetes is often due to disregard of the phrases
in verse 143 of the al-Bagarah Chapter and related verses, and disregard for the multi-
dimensionality of the word shuhada’, and they usually take it to mean witnesses, and
sometimes they also interpret the meaning of shuhada’ as those who were killed in the
way of God.
The present study, using the method of comparative exegesis, aims to answer the
following questions:
1. What interpretation have exegetes provided for verse 143 of al-Bagarah, and
especially the word shuhada™
2. Is the meaning of the word shuhada’ in other verses the same as its meaning in
the verse in question?

The meaning of the word shuhada’ in verse 143 of the al-Bagarah Chapter
Considering the context, it can be seen that in verses 142, 143, 144, and 145 of the al-
Bagarah Chapter, the issue of changing the Qiblah is discussed, not the question of the Day
of Judgment. In verse 141 of this chapter, a state from among the states of the Day of
Judgment is also addressed, which is inconsistent with the view of the exegetes who take
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the word shuhadd’ to mean that the Muslim nation is a witness on the Day of Judgment
because God clearly states in verse 141 of the al-Bagarah Chapter that every nation is
responsible for its own actions, and the Muslim nation will not questioned about the actions
of other nations as well. Similarly, by paying close attention to verse 143 itself, for two
reasons the meaning of role model not witness can be adopted from the word shuhada’.
First, at the beginning of the verse, God says: “Thus We have made you a middle (moderate)
nation”; the middle nation means a nation that is moderate and does not have either ends
of extreme. Thus, the moderation of this nation is an example for nations that are extreme.
Second, this verse talks about changing the Qiblah, and one of the purposes of changing the
Qiblah is testing (the believers), and this is only meaningful in this world, not in the
Hereafter; that too, it is a test to identify those who follow the Messenger of God

It goes without saying that although the opinion of the exegetes who considered
the word shuhadd’ to mean that the Prophet’s nation is a role model and example for
other nations is correct; however, their view is an early and veiled meaning for the
meaning mentioned by Qarashi, in which he has considered only the Infallibles to be role
models of this nation. Thus, the verse has two dimensions: the first dimension is that this
nation is a role model and example for other nations and the Prophet is a model for this
nation. The second dimension means that the Ahlulbayt are role models for people and
the Prophet is also a role model for the Ahlulbayt. The second dimension of verse 143 of
the al-Bagarah Chapter is clearer in verse seventy-eight of the al-Hajj Chapter. In this verse,
due to the phrase “the faith of your father, Abraham”, naturally Prophet Abraham is not
the father of the entire nation. Therefore, this verse also confirms our view in verse 143
of the al-Bagarah Chapter that shuhada’ refers to extraordinary people who are role
models for others. These are the same people who accompanied the Messenger of God
in the Event of Mubabhila [Aal-Imran: 61] and the Prophet did not take anyone except Imam
Ali, Lady Fatima, Imam Hasan, and Imam Husayn to accompany him to perform the
Mubahila (Baghwi, 1999, vol. 1, p. 450). Similarly, under the commentary of verse 143 of
the al-Bagarah Chapter, a narration has been quoted from Imam Bagir who says: “Those
who exaggerate (the ghali who raise their status to that of divinity) should return to us
and those who fall short (the mugassir who do believe in the status they truly hold and
lower them from this) should join us. Therefore, in this narration as well, the Ahlulbayt
have been presented as role models.
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Conclusion

Based on the mentioned points, the following conclusions were made:

1. According to the verse in question, which states that the change of Qiblah is a test
to determine the people who follow the Prophet, as well as the verses before and
after, which discuss the topic of changing the Qiblah, it is understood that the
word “shuhada™ in verse 143 of the al-Bagarah Chapter does not refer to
witnesses on the Day of Judgment.

2. By examining the meaning of the word shuhada’ in other verses, it was concluded
that the word in question means role model and example.

3. The phrase “that you may be witnesses to the people, and that the Apostle may
be a witness to you” is two-dimensional and the first dimension is a veil for the
second dimension. The first aspect is that this nation is a role model for other
nations and the Prophet is a model for this nation. The second aspect means that
the Ahlulbayt are role models for people and the Prophet is a role model for the
Ahlulbayt as well.
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Abstract

How the Verse of Purification [33: 33] relates to the verses concerning the wives of the Messenger
of Allah (saws) in the al-Ahzab Chapter has always been a matter of dispute among the
commentators of the Shiite and Sunni denominations, such that some Shiite commentators believe
in the place distortion of the Verse of Purification, and some Sunni commentators have said things
in this regard that are inconsistent with other verses and traditions accepted by both
denominations regarding the reason of the revelation of the Purification Verse. The purpose of this
research, which is organized using a comparative method, is to determine how the said link is based
on Modarresi’s and lbn Ashour’s points of view. This study has concluded that contrary to lbn
Ashour’s view, in addition to adapting to the general context governing the al-Ahzab Chapter,
Modarresi’s opinions are in full harmony with the context of the mentioned verses and authentic
traditions of the two denominations. According to this point of view, the cause of revelation of
Verse of Purification is different from the verses related to the wives of the Prophet (peace be upon
him and his household) and the reason why it is placed next to the verses related to the wives of
the Prophet (peace be upon him and his household) is so that people do not think that all the
members of the family of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his household) are the same in
terms of emulation and following.

Keywords: Verse of Purification, verse thirty-three of the al-Ahzab Chapter, Ahlulbayt, the
Chapter of al-Ahzab, wives of the Prophet
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Introduction

In the Holy Quran, sometimes a verse or a part of a verse does not appear to be related
to what precedes or comes after it. A part of verse thirty-three of the al-Ahzab Chapter,
known as the Purification Verse, has such circumstances. In this chapter, verses twenty-
eight to the end of verse thirty-four are about the wives of the Messenger of God (peace
be upon him and his household), in which God Almighty reminds them of certain things
in a reprimanding tone and warns them against certain actions, but in a part of verse
thirty-three, He addresses the “Ahlulbayt” (people of the household) with a change of
address and tone: “Indeed Allah desires to repel all impurity from you, O People of the
Household, and purify you with a thorough purification” and again addresses the wives of
the Prophet (peace be upon him and his household) in verse thirty-four: “And remember
what is recited in your homes of the signs of Allah and wisdom. Indeed, Allah is all-
attentive, all-aware.” This sudden change of address and narrations that introduce the
referents of the final part of verse thirty-three of the al-Ahzab Chapter as the five People
of the Cloak has resulted in the creation of two incorrect approaches.

The first incorrect approach is that some Shiite scholars have considered this lack
of homogeneity of the context as a reason for the displacement of these verses and, in
other words, the spatial distortion of the verses. The second incorrect approach is that
some Sunni scholars have also considered the existence of such a context as a reason for
rejecting Shiite beliefs and not limiting the “Ahlulbayt” to Lady Fatimah, Imam Ali, Imam
Hassan, and Imam Hussein (peace be upon them). Judging the existing opinions and
verifying their correctness dictates the context of the chapter and that of the verses in
guestion be examined with more care and attention. For this purpose, by comparing the
views of Muhammad Taqi Modarresi and lbn Ashour, who have examined the
arrangement of the mentioned verses by referring to the context of the verses, this article
seeks to answer the question of whether it is possible to find a solution that neither
contradicts the muatwatir narrations of the denominations regarding the assignment of
the title of “Ahlulbayt” to the “Five Pure Ones” nor does it lead to belief in the place
distortion by referring to the context governing the entire chapter and verses twenty-eight
to thirty-four.

Ibn Ashour’s view regarding the Verse of Purification
The key phrases in Ibn Ashour’s interpretation of the Purification Verse are “Ahlulbayt”,
“impurity”, and “purification”, which have been examined with a focus on the change of
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pronouns, context, and narrations of the two denominations. Ibn Ashour (1420 AH/1999)
considers the meaning of “house” in the verse in question to be the house of each of the
wives of the Messenger of God (peace be upon him and his household), and his contextual
evidence is the phrase “And remember what is recited in your homes...” in the next verse.
Ibn Ashour considers the addressees of the Purification Verse to be the wives of the Holy
Prophet (peace be upon him and his household) and the reason for the change of the
pronouns from the feminine to the masculine plural is the presence of the Prophet of God
(peace be upon him and his household) among the wives and in the sense of prevalence.
Ibn Ashour, when confronted with the numerous narrations of the two denominations
that consider “Ahlulbayt” to refer to Imam Ali, Lady Fatimah and Imam Hasan and Husayn
(peace be upon them), does not accept that they are the cause of the revelation of this
part of the verse by citing Ibn Kathir and doubting the source of the mentioned narrations
(vol. 21, p. 247). Ibn Ashour interprets the divine will mentioned in the verse as the
existential will, and based on that, believes that God has purified the souls of the wives of
the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his household) and protected them from
committing major sins (vol. 21, p. 247).

Modarresi’s point of view about the Verse of Purification

Unlike Ibn Ashour, Modarresi considers the cause of the revelation of the verse to be
specific to Imam Ali, Lady Zahra, Imam Hasan, and Imam Hussain (peace be upon them).
His Quranic evidence for this claim is the context of the whole Chapter of al-Ahzab. He has
first explained the connection between this part of the verse and the entire chapter, and
then the connection between the wives of the Holy Prophet (peace be upon him and his
household) and the abovementioned part of the verse. He considers the meaning of
“purification” to be God’s special favor to the “Ahlulbayt” in terms of knowledge, piety,
and infallibility. From his point of view, the divine will in this verse is the existential will
(vol. 10, p. 335).

The commonalities and differences between Modarresi’s and Ibn Ashour’s views in the
interpretation of the Purification Verse

The attention of both exegetes has been related to the context of the verses and

narrations and both of them have considered the divine will in the purification verse to be

the existential will. Ion Ashour considers the Verse of purification to be only about the

wives of the Messenger of God (peace be upon him and his household). This is despite

the fact that Modarresi, unlike Ibn Ashour, considers only Amir al-Mu’mineen, Lady Zahra,
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Imam Hasan, and Imam Hussain as the referents of the Verse of Purification and does not
include the wives among the referents of the mentioned verse. The second difference
between these two exegetes is that Ibn Ashour does not differentiate between “the
houses of the Prophet” (buydt al-Nabi) and “house” (bayt), while Modarresi interpreted
the former to be related to material houses and the latter to be related to spiritual
matters. And the third difference is that Ibn Ashour was unable to explain the connection
between the reprimands and reproaches directed at the wives with the attributes
mentioned in the Purification Verse.

Conclusion

An examination of the interpretative opinions of Ibn al-Ashour and Modarresi reveals that
Ibn al-Ashour’s views encounter many problems, among which we can indicate that they
do not conform with the context governing the chapter and other verses regarding the
wives of the Messenger of God (peace be upon him and his household) in the al-Tahrim
Chapter and they do not conform with many narrations accepted by the two
denominations. In contrast, the conformity of Modarresi’'s view with the context
governing the al-Ahzab Chapter and other verses of the Quran, as well as conformity with
the narrations accepted by both denominations, has caused his view to be free of the
issues raised against lbn Ashour. According to Modarresi’s point of view, although the
Verse of Purification has a different cause of revelation from the verses related to the
wives of the Prophet (peace be upon him and his household), due to its close connection
with the Verse of Emulation and the connection with the verses related to the wives of
the Messenger of God (peace be upon him and his household), it is placed in the
mentioned place in the arrangement of the verses of the al-Ahzab Chapter.
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Abstract

Fakhr Razi’s Mafatih al-Ghayb and Alusi’s Rih al-Ma‘ani are considered prominent Sunni exegeses.

“Anthropomorphic attributes” is one of the important topics in these two exegeses. The purpose
of this research is to compare and evaluate the views of two exegetes on the subject of esoteric
interpretation and entrustment to God of the anthropomorphic attributes, which was conducted
through the comparative exegesis method. The findings of this study show that Fakhr Razi’s opinion
on the topic under discussion is different: sometimes he favors entrustment to God (tafwid)
combined with esoteric interpretation (ta’wil), sometimes he rejects esoteric interpretation, and,
in some cases, while accepting the necessity of esoteric interpretation, he opposes entrustment to
God. From his point of view, the license to interpret is the ruling of the intellect and its necessity
where the intellect does not accept the literal meaning of the Quranic word. Alusi does not follow
Fakhr Razi in this matter. Alusi is more inclined towards the Salafis and prefers entrustment to God
and considers esoteric interpretation to be conditional on the approval of the Salafis, harmony with
the Arabic language and literature, and the necessity of dispelling doubt. This shows that the
validity of reason and narrations is different for both of them and both exegetes have accepted the
interpretation of some verses with more or less intensity.
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Introduction

In some verses, human-like attributes are attributed to God, which have come to be known
as “anthropomorphic attributes.” In the semantics of anthropomorphic verses and how to
attribute these qualities to God, various analyses and viewpoints have been proposed:
likeness and embodiment, suspension (entrustment), proving attributes without esoteric
interpretation, proving attributes without properties, proving attributes with esoteric
interpretation, and others. The correct understanding and explanation of anthropomorphic
attributes requires reflection and comparative examination of the views of thinkers and
evaluation of the claims of experts on this subject. Undoubtedly, Fakhr Razi and Alusi can be
considered the most important theorists of exegesis and theology. Tafsir Mafatih al-Ghayb,
known as Tafsir al-Kabir, by Fakhr Razi, contains a complete collection of the theological
views of the Asharites, Mutazilites, Karamiyyah, and some other Muslim sects. Shahabuddin
Mahmoud Alusi’s Rih al-Ma‘ani can be considered the second version of Fakhr Razi’s Tafsir
al-Kabir. The present study tries to investigate and evaluate the semantics of
anthropomorphic attributes — as one of the challenging issues of Islamic theology — in the
ideas of these two exegetes, through the method of comparative exegesis.

The questions of this research are: 1) What are Fakhr Razi and Alusi’s views on news
attributes? 2) What are the differences and similarities between the views of these two thinkers?

Fakhr Razi’s view

Fakhr Razi presents different approaches when dealing with the verses of anthropomorphic
attributes. According to verse seven of Aal-Imran, he clearly considers esoteric
interpretation unacceptable because after abandoning the literal meaning, several
allegorical meanings are possible, and the criterion of preferring one allegorical meaning
over other allegorical meanings, from his point of view, cannot be anything other than
verbal evidence. However, in the verse “—the All-beneficent, settled on the Throne”
[Taha: 5], while accepting entrustment to God (tafwid; the view that proves these attributes
but is silent regarding their meaning and leaves that to God), it also confirms esoteric
interpretation. In some cases, he considers esoteric interpretation to be obligatory. For
example, in the verses that attribute “accompaniment and closeness” to God, he says that
there are verses like this in the Quran regarding which every reasonable person sees no
other option but interpretation. There are many traditions like this as well. Fakhr Razi does
not explicitly accept delegation in some cases and considers it a weak aspect.

Alusi’s view
Alusi has introduced himself as a follower of the Salafi sect on the topic of
anthropomorphic attributes, and has considered esoteric interpretation to be the chosen
belief of the Salafi elders. According to Alusi, the Salafis did not predicate similarities on
the apparent/literal aspect of verses and believed in entrustment to God. A few thinkers
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who have predicated these similarities on the apparent/literal aspect have rejected its
mental requisites that lead to aspersions on God and entail the attribution of imperfection
to God. They believe that these mental requisites are specific to the incidental/occurring
attributes of us, the creation, which are inseparable from those attributes, but the truth
is that they are not necessary for the attributes of the incomparable divine essence so if
someone proves the attributes without these requisites he would have perpetuated a
fallacy. Alusi, while accepting the principles governing the prominent opinion of Salafis,
has also presented an interpretative-reasoning-like reading — although, with a slight
distinction — of the prominent Salafi theory. In addition, he has glorified and praised the
opinion of Sufi elders and put it on par with the opinion of the Salafis, and considered the
beliefs of the Salafis to be more sound and stable, and following them, he has a tendency
toward the view of entrustment to God, and he has asserted his inclination in numerous
places and in different occasions toward entrustment and, following the Salafis, toward
entrusting the knowledge of homogeneous attributes to God.

Assessing and evaluating the two viewpoints
1. Alusi and Fakhr Razi, while being similar in some cases, differ from each other in terms
of the chosen approach to the discussed topic. Although Fakhr Razi has shown an
inclination toward esoteric interpretation, he has introduced himself as a follower of the
Salafis and spoken of his lack of trust in esoteric interpretation; however, in the end, he
turned to esoteric interpretation and considered it obligatory and necessary. Alusi has
considered entrustment to God as the chosen belief of the Salafi and has introduced
himself as a follower of the Salafis and has shown his loyalty to them.
2. The treatment of opponents by these two exegetes is also not the same. Fakhr Razi, by
accepting the necessity of esoteric interpretation, considers entrustment to God
accompanied by transcendence to be weak and condemned and thus rejects them.
However, Alusi, along with the inclination to entrustment to God, accepts esoteric
interpretation as an approach and recommends that exegesis be done in such a way that
it results in no insult or humiliation to any of the views.
3. They do not have the same way of interacting with the apparent aspect of words either.
Fakhr Razi considers predication on the apparent to refer to definite embodiment,
necessitating false requisites, and ignorance towards God. However, Alusi accepts the
apparent meaning of words as the belief of some Salafis and many of the Sufis — without
considering its requisites. At the same time, he does not consider the determination of
this meaning to be dogmatic and definitive.
4. From Fakhr Razi’s point of view, the words denoting “descent” (nuzdal), “arrival” (ityan),
and “coming” (maji’) must be esoterically interpreted because their meanings cannot be
valid in any way regarding the essence of Allah. From Alusi’s point of view, these are
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attributes whose reality should be believed, while believing in the lack of embodiment
and transcendence.

5. From the point of view of Fakhr Razi, the license to do esoteric interpretation is a
necessity of the intellect, that is, if the intellect does not approve a word of the Quran, it
must be esoterically interpreted. Alusi has mentioned the validity of esoteric
interpretation from the Salafis, harmony with the Arabic language and literature, and the
necessity of dispelling doubt as the justifications for esoteric interpretation.

Conclusion

The findings of this study show that Fakhr Razi’s words about anthropomorphic verses are
varied: sometimes he favors entrustment to God (tafwid) combined with esoteric
interpretation (ta'wil), sometimes he rejects esoteric interpretation, and in some cases, while
accepting the obligation of esoteric interpretation, he opposes it. However, on the other hand,
Alusi is more inclined towards Salafis and prefers the side of entrustment to God. This shows
that the validity of reason and narration are different for both of them and both exegetes have
accepted the esoteric interpretation of some verses with more or less intensity.
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Abstract

The infallibility of prophets is one of the basic beliefs of Muslims, but its scope is a matter of
FtB  dispute. One of the disputed verses in this regard is Prophet Shoaib’s threat in the verse “or else
you shall come back into our religion” (Ibrahim: 13), the interpretation of which to mean return to
the religion of the disbelievers is a challenge to Shiite beliefs and requires serious analysis because
the general Shiites believe that the prophets were infallible in all periods of their lives. In this study,
the exegetive viewpoints have been examined through a comparative method and it becomes clear
that in the analysis and justification of the aforementioned challenge, the exegetes have said that
the meaning of return (‘owd) in the verse in question is Prophet Shoaib entering the religion of the
disbelievers and agreeing with them, is an explanation of the illusion of the disbelievers, and the
domination and generalization of the ruling of the majority for the general and transformation.
‘Owd, meaning transformation, can be acceptable despite some caveats. Most of the exegetes have
taken ‘owd to mean return, however, they have refused to accept such a meaning. From the point
of view of this article, ‘owd is acceptable in the sense of return, with the explanation that Prophet
Shoaib followed the religion of the previous Prophet along with his people in the period before his
prophethood. Only Ibn Taymiyyah, in contrast to Sunni and Shiite exegetes, has insisted on the
committing of sins by the prophets without citing the text of the verse.

Keywords: verse thirteen of the Ibrahim Chapter, verse eighty-eight of the al-A‘raaf Chapter,
doubts about the infallibility of the prophets, the infallibility of the prophets, the meaning of ‘owd
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Introduction

The disbelievers and the arrogant, after being unable to respond to the strong arguments of
the divine prophets, tried to threaten them, which is expressed in several verses, including
verse thirteen of the Ibrahim Chapter: “And those who disbelieved said to their apostles: We
will most certainly drive you forth from our land, or else you shall come back into our religion.
So their Lord revealed to them: Most certainly We will destroy the unjust.” The phrase “you
shall come back into our religion” in the verse has given rise to the question of whether the
prophets believed in the religion of polytheists before prophethood that the disbelievers
should seek to return the prophets to that same religion. Didn’t the prophets possess
“infallibility?” In order to clear this doubt, the explanation and interpretation of the phrase
“you shall come back into our religion” will be examined in three parts, a) authentic Shiite
exegeses, b) famous Sunni exegeses, and c) Ibn Taymiyyah’s view. Due to the similarity of
this phrase with a part of verse eighty-eight of the al-A‘raaf Chapter — “The chiefs, those who
were proud from among his people said: We will most certainly turn you out, O Shu’aib, and
(also;) those who believe with you, from our town, or you shall come back to our faith.” — in
some instances, the interpretation of this verse will be used to complement this matter. The
method of this study is comparative exegesis.

Examining and analyzing the views of Shiite and Sunni commentators regarding the
phrase “you shall come back into our religion”

Similarities in the meaning of ‘owd
Many of the Shiite and Sunni exegetes agree that the meaning of ‘owd in the verse in
guestion is to enter, return, and change. The criticism and analysis of each of these
interpretations is explained in its own place.
Similarities in the exegesis of the phrase “you shall come back into our religion”
The commentators of the two sides agree on three analyses:

e In the analysis of the threat of the disbelievers due to psychological issues, in two
instances: the disbelievers’ illusion that the prophets are of the same religion as
them and the assumption that the prophets are of the same religion as themselves
in order to develop and shape the character of the prophets through them.

e Both groups share the interpretation of change (seyrirah), with the difference
that it seems that the interpretation of seyrirah was presented by Kashani from
among the Shiite exegetes in the tenth century, but among Sunni exegetes by
Zamakhshari in the sixth century.

e Inthe interpretation to dominate and extend the ruling of the majority to the general.
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Differences in the meaning of ‘owd

The meaning of ‘owd is mentioned in Shiite exegeses as entering into the religion of the
infidels and agreeing with them in their religion. The criticism of these two expressions
has been mentioned in its own place that these two meanings have no suitability with the
literal meaning of ‘owd. Similarly, in the views of the Sunnis, it has been mentioned that
‘owd refers to the silence of the prophets before the actions of the unbelievers,
heedlessness of them, and not demanding faith, which is inconsistent with the purpose
of sending messengers and with the responsibility of guidance of the divine prophets.
Differences in the interpretation of the phrase “you shall come back into our religion”
There are four expressions in the views of the Sunnis which are not found in the Shiite
exegeses. From the psychological analyses in the Sunni interpretations, three cases (a) the
disbelievers are forceful and coercive, (b) their helplessness in the face of the proofs of
the prophets, (c) the difficulty of the answers of the prophets for them is due to the
particular spirit of the Sunnis in seeking domination and avoiding what is right, but not
having much knowledge. However, the interpretation of abrogating the previous religion
and the rigidity of the disbelievers in staying on that religion and forcing the prophet to
adopt the same previous religion can be acceptable and does not conflict with the purpose
of sending prophets and guiding people and their infallibility. In other words, the
interpretation of ‘owd to mean return is not deterred by this statement, that is, until the
time of their prophethood, the prophets adhered to the religion of the previous prophets
and shared the religion of their people; however, after being appointed as prophets, they
were commanded to the new religion and invited their people to this religion and the
people opposed them and invited the prophets to return to their original and previous
religion along with their people. This interpretation preserves the apparent meaning of
‘owd and is not caught up in figurativeness and unjustified justifications, and also resolves
the question of the polytheism, idolatry, and sinning of the prophets in the period before
prophethood. Thus, in fact, there is no difference between the views of the two groups in
believing in the infallibility of the prophets, or at least in this verse, they have not
presented an argument against the infallibility of the prophets in the period before
prophethood. Only Ibn Taymiyyah, by being single-minded in his opinions, interpretations,
and jurisprudential views, has opposed Sunni and Shiite exegetes and theologians and
some contemporary Salafists also follow his opinions.

Conclusions
The findings of this research indicate the presentation of five views on the meaning of

‘owd in Shiite exegeses: (a) ‘owd refers to Prophet Shoaib’s agreement with the religion
of the disbelievers, (b) an explanation of the illusion of the disbelievers, (c) the domination
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and extension of the ruling of the majority to everyone, (d) referring to the religion of the
disbelievers, and (e) return in the sense of transformation.

Sunni exegeses have also referred to ‘owd as follows: (a) Prophet Shoaib entering
the religion of the disbelievers, (b) Prophet Shoaib’s silence and neglect and not
demanding faith from the disbelievers, (c) allocating the address of “you shall return” to
the followers of Prophet Shoaib and not to the Prophet himself, (d) Prophet Shoaib’s
return to the faith of the disbelievers, and (e) transformation.

The meaning of ‘owd as transformation has been mentioned in Sunni and Shiite
exegeses in accordance with the context of the verse and the context of the position and
infallibility of the prophets before prophethood, and this meaning can answer the doubt
regarding infallibility. The interpretation of ‘owd as the abrogation of the previous religion
and the rigidity of the disbelievers regarding that religion and the efforts of the disbelievers
to return the prophets to the previous religion does not require belief in the non-infallibility
of the prophets before prophethood, and the insistence of the people on the previous
religion and asking Prophet Shoaib to return to it is not related to the sinning of the prophets
or history of their disbelief. Therefore, the infallibility of the prophets includes all times, it
was eternal, and included the time before prophethood, during prophethood, and after
prophethood, and at no point in time, is there any flaw in their monotheism and infallibility.
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Abstract

Verse fifty-five of the Aal-Imran Chapter indicates the purification of Jesus (peace be upon him) by
- God: “...and purify you of those who disbelieve.” What is the meaning of this purification and what
views exist in this regard? With the aim of explaining what this purification is through the method
of comparative exegesis, the present paper seeks to study the view of exegetes about the
purification of Jesus and present the adopted view based on Quranic evidence and some Jewish
and Christian sources. By emphasizing that Jesus was not killed and crucified, the Quran shows that
what is attributed to Jesus is unjust. The Jews had accused him of illegitimacy of birth, disbelief,
witchcraft, and heresy, and believed that the punishment for these accusations was to be killed,
and they insisted that they killed him. The Quran, in contrast, has purified him from these unjust
accusations through different expressions, including by insisting on him not having been killed and
crucified.

Keywords: verses fifty-five of the Aal-Imran Chapter, the purification of Jesus, Jesus in the
Quran, Jesus in Judaism, unjust accusations against Jesus
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Introduction

In verse fifty-five of the Aal-Imran Chapter, the purification of Jesus (peace be upon him)
is mentioned, and this purification has come beside the words tuwaffa and raf ‘. Given the
correlation of tuwaffa (to cause to die) and raf’ (ascension) with this purification, they
must have a connection with the purification. On the other hand, the expression of the
verse is not absolute; rather, it contains the phrase “from those who disbelieve.” Certainly,
the preposition “min” in the verse is partitive and no other meaning is conceivable. Thus,
purification in this verse, in addition to implying infallibility, also implies something more
than infallibility.

This study seeks to examine the point of view of the exegetes regarding the
purification of Jesus and present the adopted view based on Quranic evidence and
evidence from Jewish and Christian sources — a topic that can be said the exegetes have
not analyzed and has been ignored by them

Views of exegetes on the purification of Jesus in verse fifty-five of the Aal-Imran Chapter.
The views of exegetes regarding the purification of Jesus in “...and purify you of those who
disbelieve”, are as follows: removing Jesus from among the disbelievers, prevention from
being killed at the hands of the disbelievers, the death of all disbelievers at the hands of
Jesus at the time of his return, preventing the actions of disbelievers and being misled by
them, freedom from the harassment and persecution, and erasing unjust accusations. The
best point of view among these is the erasing of unjust accusations; however, the
advocates of this point of view have not stated the method of purification.

The adopted point of view about the purification of Jesus in verse fifty-five of the Aal-
Imran Chapter
Itis true that some exegetes have correctly explained purification as the removal of unjust
accusations from Jesus and his mother, but they have not stated the method of
purification. How has God done this purification? An overall look at the verses related to
Jesus shows that the purification of Jesus is related to his reputation. God says in verse
fifty-five of the Aal-Imran Chapter: “And when Allah said: O Isa, | am going to terminate
the period of your stay (on earth) and cause you to ascend unto Me and purify you of those
who disbelieve...” When we consider the preceding and following verses of this verse, it
becomes clear that the Jews attributed disbelief to Jesus and God is trying to purify him.
Such an interpretation is also supported by the Quran. In only two places in the Quran,
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the expression “bohtanun ‘azim” (great slander) is used; once in verse 156 of the al-Nisa
Chapter and again in verse sixteen of the al-Noor Chapter. In the first verse, it is stated
that the Jews have unfairly accused Mary, who is one of the best women in the world, and
the second verse is related to the story of Ifk (slandering one of the wives of the Holy
Prophet with adultery). In both cases, God promises a severe and painful punishment in
this world and in the hereafter to those who have spread unjust accusations against chaste
women in society. In continuation, in verse fifty-nine of the Aal-Imran Chapter, Jesus is
compared to Adam in creation, so that the society’s mentality about his mother’s
wickedness can be cleared. The fulfillment of this promise of purification has been stated
by God Almighty in verses 156 to 159 of the al-Nisa Chapter. Verse 156 of the al-Nisa
Chapter, states that the Jews attributed a great slander to Mary, and in the next verse, it
is stated that the Jews claimed that they killed Jesus, but the verse denies it and states
that they did not kill him and did not crucify him, and at the end of the verse, it emphasizes
again that they certainly did not kill him. In verse 158, it is stated that God raised him to
Himself. The slander against Mary is that she was a loose woman and her child was
illegitimate. Thus, Jesus is not only not the Messenger of God, but also deserves to be
killed and crucified. Therefore, not being killed and not being crucified and elevation leads
to the realization of purification. With the accusations they made against Mary and, as a
result, her son — such as adultery and him being illegitimate and, in addition to these, that
Jesus was a disbeliever and sorcerer —they considered Jesus to be deserving of being killed
and claimed that we killed him. The Quran rejects him being killed twice in verse 157 of
the al-Nisa Chapter. Through this denial, God removes Jesus from the unbelievers and
purifies him from this attribution. Verse 158 of the al-Nisa Chapter states the fulfillment
of the promise of ascension that was mentioned in fifty-five of the Aal-Imran Chapter.

Validation of the adopted view from Jewish and Christian sources

Jewish and Christian sources confirm that Jesus was killed and crucified. The Quran, on
the other hand, denies his murder and crucifixion. The authors of the article believe that
the Christians have confirmed the Jewish claim with their false teachings. The Christians
believe that Jesus was both crucified and killed. Of course, the Christians might say that
we believe that after the crucifixion, Jesus rose from the grave and went to God the Father,
and this is the purification of Jesus, whereas the Quran eradicates all the slander about
Jesus and his mother from its roots.
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Conclusion

Using verses from the Quran and some Jewish and Christian sources, this article considers
the method of purification of Jesus to be the denial of his murder and crucifixion because
the deceit of the Jews has been to introduce Jesus as a disbeliever with unjust accusations
—such as being a disbeliever, a sorcerer and a heretic — and consider him worthy of being
killed and crucified, and to do as such, but on the other hand, God prevented them from
doing this and cleared him from these accusations.
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Introduction

One of the harms that threaten comparative exegesis in the field of theological and
jurisprudential verses is falling into religious exegesis. The problem that is seen in the
comparative debates of the Shiite and Sunni denominations, as one of the types of
comparative exegesis, is the accusation that some Sunni commentators have made against
Shiite commentators, that Shiite exegetes interpret the disputed verses of the
denominations religiously, while these same debates are considered comparative not
religious from the perspective of Shiite Quran researchers. In the works of Shiite
researchers and exegetes, a religious reading of Sunni exegesis is also sometimes seen.
This issue requires that clear criteria be defined to separate religious exegesis from
comparative exegesis through them. Based on this, using the textual research method,
the following paper seeks to answer the following questions: What is religious exegesis?
What are its differences and commonalities with comparative exegesis? In other words,
what are the characteristics of religious exegesis that distinguish it from comparative
exegesis?

Definition of religious exegesis
Two definitions have been given for religious exegesis:

1. The meaning of religious exegesis is that an exegete, without paying attention to
the correct rules of exegesis and without using valid sources of exegesis, puts all
his effort into interpreting the Quran in accordance with his religious belief and
the purpose of the exegete is to use the verses of the Quran to prove his beliefs
and has a pessimistic and negative view towards the teachings of the opposing
denomination.

2. The meaning of religious exegesis is that the interpreter’s efforts in interpreting
the Quran are aimed at interpreting the Quran in accordance with the theological
and jurisprudential beliefs of his own denomination, without trying to impose his
religious beliefs on the verses of the Quran.

Commonalities between religious and comparative exegesis
Religious exegesis and comparative exegesis have two things in common: 1) similarities
and differences between the viewpoints of the two denominations and between the two
sides of the comparison, and 2) a comparison between viewpoints. Of course, the element
of comparison between views is one of the pillars of comparative exegesis but this
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comparison is not necessary in religious exegesis because many religious interpretations
of a verse of the Holy Quran can be done without comparing it with the views of other
religions.

Differences between religious and comparative exegesis

Despite the commonalities between religious and comparative exegesis, there are more
differences between these two exegetive approaches and these two approaches differ in
four areas: 1) Difference in scope: the fields of comparative exegesis are much wider than
that of religious exegesis. 2) Difference in foundations: for example, the involvement of
theological and religious beliefs in exegesis is one of the foundations of religious
interpretation but these beliefs should not be involved in comparative exegesis. 3)
Difference in method: In religious exegesis, tools and sources are used that are not
appropriate to be used for comparative exegesis. 4) Difference in purpose and result: In
religious exegesis, the goal is to prove the religion of the exegete but in comparative
exegesis, the exegete should pursue other purposes, including achieving a more correct
interpretation, regardless of proving his religion. Similarly, the psychological factor, that is,
the exegete’s belonging to a certain method in the exegesis is one of the factors
influencing the religiousness of the exegesis.

Conclusion

Comparative exegesis and non-biased religious exegesis each have their own function and
it is also necessary to separate comparative exegesis from religious exegesis. Two
definitions for religious exegesis can be enumerated. Comparative and religious exegeses
differ in the four axes of scope, foundations, methods, and goals and results among the
two approaches of comparative exegesis and religious exegesis. The exegete’s belonging
to a certain method of exegesis is also one of the factors influencing the religiousness of
exegesis.
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Abstract

The word “returning/resurgent” (raj’) in the verse “By the resurgent heaven” is one of the words
for which Persian and English exegetes and translators of the Quran have not provided a single
meaning. Rain; rotation of the sun; moon, and stars; angels, and soul are some of the meanings
mentioned for this word in exegeses, and rain and the rotation of the stars are two meanings
mentioned in translations. This research studies the reasons for the differences in the meaning of
raj‘through a historical-analytical method and has taken steps to solve the problem through a new
semantic and paradigmatic relations method. Examining lexical sources, the course of exegeses,
and analysis of narrations show that some etymologists and exegetes have gone wrong in finding
the meaning of this word. Considering the fact that the narrations in this topic have problems in
terms of the chain of narrators and they themselves differ in presenting the meaning of this word,
it is difficult to give preference to them. Similarly, lexical sources have also not been able to prevent
the difference of views. Therefore, in the following article, by applying paradigmatic relations and
considering the semantics of two similar verses from the al-Dhariyat and Buruj Chapters, the
problem of the preference of narrations has been solved and the correct meaning has been
presented.
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Introduction

One of the verses that exegetes and translators disagree on is verse eleven of the al-Tariq
Chapter. What caused the difference is the exact meaning of the word “raj ” in this verse. God
states in this verse: “By the resurgent heaven.” In translations and exegeses, several meanings
have been provided for this word. All of these meanings can probably not be correct.

The most important question of the current research is: what is the reason for the
difference between the translators in the translation of the word “raj”? The answer to
this question depends on the answer to the following questions: What is the view of
etymologists on the meaning of “raj”? Is there narrative evidence in the meaning of
“raj ”? And if the answer is positive, which narration is preferable? Are the exegetes in
different eras more influenced by etymologists or narrations in the meaning and
interpretation of “raj”? Are syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations, which are used in
new semantics, effective in recognizing the correct meaning of the word?

The views of the exegetes on the meaning of “raj”
The exegetes have presented four views on the meaning of “raj” in verse eleven of the
al-Tariq Chapter:
Rain: Rain as the meaning of “raj” has been presented by exegetes more than other
meanings (to see some of these commentators, see Maqatil, 2002, vol. 4, p. 660; Qommi,
1984, vol. 2, p. 416;). Samargandi (1416 AH/1995) has said in this regard that “dhat al-
raj” means clouds return with rain and rain follows rain (vol. 3, p. 569). This view is
supported by the most narrative evidence.
Rotation of the stars, the moon, and the sun: Mahaimi (1983, vol. 2, p. 398) and Bugaie
(2006, vol. 8, p. 390) did not mention rain in the meaning of “raj” and interpreted it as
the movement of stars and planets.
Angels: Mawardi (n.d.) has raised the possibility that the meaning of “raj” is the angels
because they return the actions of God’s servants to heaven (vol. 6, p. 248).
The returning spirit: Ibn Arabi (1422 AH/2001) has defined “raj” as a spirit that returns
(vol. 2, p. 423).

The views of the translators regarding the meaning of “raj”
Persian and English translators of the Quran, like the exegetes, differ on the meaning of
“raj ™, such that they have translated it as rain or the rotation of the stars. Influenced by
the exegetes, the translators have also paid attention more to narrations.
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Raj’ in paradigmatic relations

One of the new methods that has established its position in the semantics of the Quran is
semantics based on syntagmatic and paradigmatic relations. One of the most famous figures
of this science is the Japanese Toshihiko Izutsu, who has discussed this kind of semantics in
two books, God and Man in the Qur’an and Ethico-Religious Concepts in the Qur an.

There are two verses in the Quran that are similar in structure to the verse in
question: the verse “By the heaven with its Houses” [al-Buruj: 1] and the verse “By the Sky
with (its) numerous Paths” [al-Dhariyat: 7]. The first three words of these two verses are
repeated exactly in the eleventh verse of the al-Tariq Chapter and the difference is in the
two words “al-burdj” (houses; constellations) and “al-hubuk” (paths/orbits). According to
this structural similarity, by using the method of paradigmatic relations, these two verses
can help in identifying the correct meaning of “raj ” in verse eleven of the al-Tariq Chapter.
The explanation is that if we substitute “al-buriij” in the verse “By the heaven with its
Houses” [al-Buruj: 1] in the verse and “al-raj” in the verse “By the resurgent heaven” [al-
Tariq: 11], the resulting meaning becomes “I swear by the sky with stars.” The semantic
essence or the core meaning in the meanings given for “al-hubuk” in the exegeses is
“beauty.” As explanation, if “al-hubuk” means the stars, it can replace “al-raj” in the verse
“By the resurgent heaven” and it means: “l swear by the sky full of stars.” According to the
paradigmatic relations in these three verses, as well as Ibn Zayd’s narration, which
confirms this meaning, we conclude that the translators and exegetes who have taken “al-
raj” to mean the rising and setting of the sun, the moon, and the stars are closer to the
correct one. Similarly, meanings such as angels do not possess an acceptable aspect for
“al-raj ” and the exegetes have quoted it without paying attention to Maturidi’s possibility.

Conclusion
Exegetes and translators disagree on the meaning of “raj ” in the verse “By the resurgent
heaven”. Etymologists have considered the original meaning of “raj” to be return.
Therefore, for them, the meaning of “rain” for this word is not conclusive. Rain; the
rotation of the sun, moon, and stars; angels, and spirit is one of the meanings mentioned
for this word in exegeses, and rain and the rotation of the stars are two meanings
mentioned in translations. Through the method of paradigmatic relations in new
semantics, considering the two verses “By the heaven with its Houses” [al-Buruj: 1] and
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“By the Sky with (its) numerous Paths” [al-Dhariyat: 7], which have many similarities, the
two words “al-burdj” and “al-hubuk” can be substituted for “al- raj”, in which case, the
meaning of “raj " is closer to the rotation of the stars than rain.
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Abstract

Considering the principle of gender equality, feminist exegetes have interpreted the verses related
to women in order to show the egalitarianism of the Quran through alternative interpretations.
Gender justice, from the perspective of Islamic feminism theorists, refers to the equality of men
and women in the division of tasks, responsibilities, and social, economic, and political rights. But
from Allamah Tabatabai’s point of view, the essential difference between beings is a necessity of
the cause and effect system, and men and women are not exempt from this law either. Thus, based
on the principle of the essential difference between men and women, distinct laws have been
established to protect social interests. Therefore, gender justice does not mean the equality of men
and women. This study aims to explain the consequences of the views of the theorists of Islamic
feminism in presenting the meaning of gender justice, which has been addressed by referring to
the views of Muslim feminists in the verses related to women. The notion of exegeses being
patriarchal, polytheism in gender discrimination, trans-textual exegesis, limiting the verses to the
Age of Revelation, are among the implications of feminist exegeses, which are criticized and
analyzed in this article with emphasis on the views of Allamah Tabatabai.
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Introduction

Islamic feminism, as an intellectual movement that supports the application of Islamic
principles with the goal of gender equality, analyzes gender issues from an Islamic
perspective. The theorists of Islamic feminism believe in equal rights and obligations for
men and women, on the basis of which they consider gender justice as equal to the
principle of equality. This view has led to certain implications in the interpretation of
verses related to women. This article delves into a comparative analysis of the implications
of the feminist point of view with emphasis on the views of Allamah Tabatabai.

Analyzing Islamic feminist views in verses related to women
1. Limiting the verses to the Age of Revelation
The approach of feminist exegetes in interpreting the verses related to the domain of
women based on gender justice has caused them to make the age of revelation effective
in understanding the verses, not in the way that many exegetes have stated under the
causes of revelation, but rather, they have interpreted the meaning of the verse specific
to the era early Islam.

Review: The justification of verses based on historical contextualization leads to
many implications and harm, some of which are the following: limiting the Quran to the
Age of Revelation, lack of coherence in the text of the Quran, ignoring the phenomenon
of revelation, limiting the revelatory teachings to a period in history, the expiration of the
laws over time, and the negation of the eternality of laws, which are all contrary to definite
proofs.

2. Providing a trans-textual interpretation

One of the other implications of feminist exegeses with a gender justice approach is
providing an interpretation beyond the text. In this method, unlike classical hermeneutics,
which is an attempt to understand the text, the exegete provides a point of view beyond
the text. In a sense, anything beyond the words of the Quran can be considered trans-
textual, rejection of the text, post-textual, or even a way of saying no.

Review: Feminist exegetes have moved away from classical and text-centered
exegesis because these researchers consider prevalent exegeses as revealing the
assumptions of the exegetes about gender, which are the result of the cultural and
historical environment of the age of revelation.

3. Polytheism in gender discrimination
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One of the most important implications of the approach of feminist exegeses is the
concept of polytheism in any theory that causes gender discrimination from the point of
view of these exegetes, in the sense that creating a hierarchy between people and trying
to evaluate the superiority of a person or group means playing a role that belongs only to
God. This action is considered as placing oneself in the position of God and sharing in
God's sovereignty; therefore it is polytheism.

Review: The hierarchical division of genders does not lead to God-like authority
and as a result, it is not polytheism because these feminist researchers themselves have
accepted the existence of hierarchies in the laws of society and do not consider them to
lead to polytheism.

4. The concept of exegeses being patriarchal

Of the other implications of feminist exegeses based on gender justice is the concept of
the men-centricity of exegeses of the Quran. Such researchers believe that the exegeses
of the classical period and most of the exegeses of the post-classical period were formed
based on the experiences of men and men-oriented issues.

Review: Firstly, feminist exegetes consider their main duty to express the
egalitarianism of the Quran through alternative interpretations. Therefore, feminist
exegetes do not accept any reading of the Quran that is not consistent with the basis of
gender equality. Thus, the classical exegeses of the Quran, the purpose of which was to
discover the meaning of the speaker (i.e. God) have been considered patriarchal.

Secondly, from the point of view of Islamic exegetes, men and women are equal
in reaching spiritual positions, but the fact that there are differences between men and
women in some rulings is due to their essential nature. According to Allamah Tabatabai,
men and women are the same in the nature of humanity and in their legal and spiritual
personality, but each of these two genders will have differences from the opposite gender
due to their physical creation and specific characteristics.

Thirdly, Islamic and feminist exegetes actually have different views. From the
study of the views of Allamah Tabatabai and other exegetes, it is understood that because
the natural capacities that creation has given to these two human genders are different,
in some legal, social, and financial system rulings of women, such as inheritance, alimony,
and dowry, men and women are different. And on the other hand, feminist exegetes, who
are looking for equality and the principle of equality between men and women, consider
both of them to have completely similar rights.
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Conclusion

To prove their point of view, feminist exegetes have interpreted verses related to women
based on the principle of equality, which has led to certain implications. The notion of
exegeses being patriarchal, polytheism in gender discrimination, trans-textual exegesis,
and limiting the verses to the Age of Revelation, are among the implications of feminist
exegeses. In contrast, Islamic thinkers, including Allamah Tabatabai, believe that gender
justice means that the rights of men and women should be given based on the essential
differences between them. The essential difference of beings is necessary for the system
of cause and effect, and men and women, who are part of this world of creation, are not
exempted from this rule. Therefore, men and women will have different rights. As Allamah
Tabatabai has stated, in the rulings that Islam has established regarding the two genders
of men and women, it has generally considered the traits and qualifications of each, and
in the common laws, the same generic commonality has been considered and it has made
these two genders as close to each other as possible; however, where differences are
seen, it has emphasized conformity (to those differences).
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Abstract

In verse 143 of the al-Bagarah Chapter, God Almighty introduces some witnesses to the actions of
humans. There is a difference of opinion among exegetes as to whether the position of witnessing
deeds, like prophethood and imamate, is a position exclusive to the prophets and infallible Imams
or whether it can also belong to the special companions and students of the Imams. Allamah
Tabatabai considers the relationship between the position of witnessing people’s deeds and
infallibility to be equal and believes that witnessing people’s deeds is reserved for the Infallible. In
contrast, Ayatollah Javadi Amoli considers this relationship to be absolute generality and
particularity, and introduces examples of witnesses to people’s actions that include the Infallibles.
It is clear that this verse can be used as one of the proofs of infallibility when there is an equal
relationship between infallibility and the position of witnessing; otherwise, it will not be considered
as proof of infallibility. In the present study, we have examined the views of Allamah Tabatabai and
Ayatollah Javadi Amoli using the method of comparative exegesis, and after presenting and
examining the evidence of both exegetes, we have shown that according to the application of the
content of the verses of witnessing deeds, that literally manifests as witnessing all deeds of all
nations, Allamah Tabatabai’s view is preferable.

Keywords: verse 143 of the al-Bagarah Chapter, witnesses over actions, infallibility,
witnessing actions, the relationship between infallibility and witnessing actions

*Received 12 September 2023; Received in revised 21 December 2023; Accepted 7 January 2024; Published online 29 April 2024

Cite this article: 1zadi, M., & Sahranavard, N. (2024). The Relationship between Infallibility and
Witnessing Human Actions Based on Verse 143 of al-Bagarah: A Comparative Study of the Views
of Tabatabai and Javadi Amoli. Comparative Interpretation Research, 10(1), 209-228.
https://doi.org/10.22091/ptt.2024.9606.2249

(ool
Publisher: University of Qom © The Author(s)



mailto:m.izadi@qom.ac.ir
mailto:m.izadi@qom.ac.ir
mailto:nasersahranavard1120@gmail.com
https://doi.org/
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-3987-0495
https://orcid.org/0009-0007-7153-1756

WM Comparative Interpretation Research, 2024, Vol. 10, No. 1

Introduction

In verse 143 of the al-Bagarah Chapter, a group is mentioned using the expression “the
middle nation” as witnesses to people’s actions: “Thus We have made you a middle nation
that you may be witnesses to the people, and that the Apostle may be a witness to you.”
Some thinkers have cited this verse to prove the infallibility of the prophets and imams
(peace be upon them) and have explained the position of witnessing deeds as proof of
infallibility. However, it should be noted that this verse can be used to prove infallibility
only if there is an equal relationship between infallibility and the position of witnessing.
Allamah Tabatabai and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli have differing views regarding whether
there is a relationship of equality between infallibility and the position of witnessing, or
one of absolute generality and particularity. If there is an equal relationship between
these two, the position of witnessing will be the exclusive position of the Infallibles and it
can be cited as one of the evidences of infallibility. However, if the relationship between
the two is one of absolute generality and particularity, the position of witnessing would
be possible for other people as well, apart from the Infallibles, and it will not be
considered as proof of infallibility. In this article, through the comparative exegesis
method, we have examined the relationship between infallibility and witnessing human
actions from the point of view of Allamah Tabatabai and Ayatollah Javadi Amoli with
emphasis on verse 143 of the al-Bagarah Chapter.

Opinions about the relationship between infallibility and witnessing people’s actions

Tabatabai’s view

Allamah Tabatabai considers the relationship between the position of witnessing people’s
actions and the position of infallibility to be equal and believes that witnessing people’s
actions is limited to the Infallibles because the witnessing mentioned in verse 143 of the
al-Baqgarah Chapter refers to the witness being aware of the realities of the actions people
commit in this world and then testifying on the Day of Judgment according to what he
saw and understood. On the other hand, it is impossible to understand and perceive the
true characteristics of actions, except for those witnesses who are aware of their origin
and source and of hearts and intentions. Therefore, bearing witness on that day will be
possible only for those who preserve and record people’s actions accurately and without
any mistakes and errors. In other words, this witness must be infallible with divine
infallibility, he must not lie or exaggerate, and he must be aware of the realities of the
deeds according to which he testifies not that he sees the apparent form of actions and
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then testifies; rather, he must know of the inner intentions of the doer of every action and
presence and absence should make no difference for him but he should be aware of the
actions of both the present and the absent. This meaning is the very interpretation that
has been reported in many narrations through different chains from the Infallible imams
(peace be upon them).

Javadi Amoli's view

Ayatollah Javadi Amoli considers the relationship between the position of witnessing
people’s deeds and the position of infallibility to be absolute generality and particularity
and introduces examples of witnesses to people’s actions including the Infallibles, and
believes that in addition to the prophets and imams (peace be upon them), their special
followers and close servants of God are also examples of witnesses and the Imams are
among the best instances of this position, not its exclusive referents. He believes that this
path is open to everyone; nor is infallibility a condition for it, nor is the lack of the rank of
Imamate an obstacle to it because not only is there no proof against this matter, but some
proofs also confirm it, as the Holy Quran states that the possessors of certainty in
knowledge see Hell in the present [al-Takathur: 5-6]. This verse does not refer to
witnessing after death because after death, evildoers also see hell. Similarly, God Almighty
says that the ‘lliyin, where the record of deeds of the abrar (the righteous) is written, is
the object of the witness of the muqarraban (the close servants) [al-Motaffifin: 18-21].
Therefore, the close servants witness the beliefs, morals, intentions, and actions of others
in the here and now. According to him, some narrative proofs confirm this lack of
exclusivity and it becomes clear that the exclusivity present in some narrations is an extra
limitation and can be curtailed. Therefore, the narrations that rule out the witnessing of
actions regarding those who are not the Infallible Imams (peace be upon them), this
negation is general negation, not the generality of negation and general negation.

Conclusion
It seems that Allamah Tabatabai’s view is preferable because the contents of the verses of
witnessing actions refer to absolute witnessing; that is, to witness the actions of all
nations, in a way that the actions of people are preserved and recorded accurately and
without any mistakes. It is clear that such a witness will be infallible. Therefore, if a
narration, assuming it is valid, implies the bearing witness of non-infallible people as well,
it should be regarded as theoretical witnessing.
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Abstract

According to Shiite teachings, the Imamate and leadership of the Islamic community and the
succession of the Holy Prophet applies to religious and worldly affairs, and from the beginning of
his mission, the Holy Prophet paid serious attention to the issue of the leadership of the Muslims
after his death while introducing his successor. In order to prove Imamate and the succession of
the Prophet, theological and historical proofs as well as verses of the Quran, such as verse 124 of
the al-Bagarah Chapter, that is, the Trial of Abraham Verse are cited. Therefore, to discuss, criticize,
and study the implication of the verse of Abraham’s trial in the issues of Imamate, it is necessary
to clarify in advance whether the explanation of the concept of Imamate through the Quranic
verses is based on previous specifications present in early Islam, or this Quranic explanation is
formed based on later and newly created specifications and concepts. In the following research,
the early Shiite exegeses under the verse of Abraham’s trial have been investigated. In this research,
it becomes clear that the early Shiite exegetes did not take the verse of the trial of Abraham as
proof of Imamate, at least until the 4™ century, and they did not cite this verse regarding specific
Imamate.
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Introduction

In order to prove the issue of Imamate and succession of the Prophet (peace be upon him and
his household), theological and historical reasons as well as the verses of the Holy Quran are
cited. Verse 124 of the al-Bagarah Chapter: When his Lord tested Abraham with certain words
and he fulfilled them, He said, ‘| am making you the Imam of mankind.’ Said he, And from among
my descendants?’ He said, ‘My pledge does not extend to the unjust’, which is known among
recent and contemporary Shiites as the Trial of Abraham Verse or the Verse of Imamate, is
considered one of the most important verses about Imamate. The exegesis and interpretation
of this verse have created many controversies, especially in the later periods. On the other hand,
in the middle and later periods, Shiite scholars consider this verse, which refers to the
appointment of Prophet Abraham by God to the position of Imamate after several tests, to be
about Shiite Imamate and one of the Quranic proofs for the divine appointment of the Imam
and the necessity of the infallibility of an Imam.

Regarding Imamate in its specific meaning, two research and argumentative
approaches can be adopted: a) the rational and philosophical approach, in which we prove
and support specific Imamate without using Quranic verses and narrations; b) the written
and textual approach, in which we support and argue about specific Imamate by referring
to the Quran and narrations. The methods of the latter instance can have three distinctive
states: 1) this topic and the citation of Quranic verses about it are not unprecedented; 2)
this matter is new; 3) the topic has a history, but citing Quranic verses for it is a new issue.

Therefore, two cases can be pursued by us: 1) explaining the concept of Imamate
through the verses of the Quran with previous specifications in early Islam, and 2) explaining the
concept of Imamate through the verses of the Quran with later and newly created specifications
and concepts. In view of these points, it is necessary to deal with the several time periods of
citations of the Trial of Abraham Verse in the issue of Imamate: a) the narrations under the Trial
of Abraham Verse, b) the verse of the trial in early Shiite exegeses, and c) the Trial Verse in early
Shiite theological and Imamate sources. In the following research, the early Shiite exegeses
regarding the verse of Abraham’s trial will be examined according to the following questions: 1)
What have the previous and early Shiite commentators mentioned regarding the verse of
Abraham’s trial? 2) Do the interpretations concerning the verse of Abraham’s trial refer to the
issue of Imamate in the present prevalent sense?

Early exegeses in terms of the approach to the verse of testing
In order to examine the Trial of Abraham Verse and the citations of it in early Shiite exegeses,
we searched among the existing exegeses up to the 5™ century, which are ten titles. Some
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titles of the exegetive sources did not contain any information about verse 124 of al-Bagarah
or following the verse of the trial, such as the exegesis attributed to Abu Hamzah Thumali (2"
century), the exegesis attributed to Abu al-Jaroud (2™ century), the exegesis attributed to
Tustari (3™ century), Tafsir al-Habari (3™ century), and the exegesis of Nasir Utrush or exegesis
attributed to Imam Hasan al-Askari (peace be upon him) (3™ or 4" century). A few other
exegetive sources had the contents regarding the verse of Abraham’s trial (peace be upon
him), but they did not have a clear and specific citation and reference about Imamate, and
they only explained a part of this verse. These exegeses are: the exegesis attributed to Ibn
Abbas (1% century), the exegesis attributed to Magatil b. Sulaiman (2" century), and the
exegesis attributed to Ali b. Ibrahim Qummi (3™ century).

Therefore, by examining the early Shiite exegeses and the evidence of these
exegeses, it becomes clear that the Shiite predecessors did not take the Trial of Abraham
(peace be upon him) Verse as proof of the existence of Imamate, and did not refer to it in
this regard, at least until the 4™ century. In other words, exegeses such as the one
attributed to Ibn Abbas (1% century), the exegesis attributed to Abu Hamzah Thumali (2™
century), the exegesis attributed to Maqatil b. Suleiman (2" century), the exegesis
attributed to Abu al-Jaroud (2™ century), the exegesis attributed to Tustari (3™ century),
the exegesis attributed to Imam Hasan al-Askari (peace be upon him) (3™ century), Tafsir
al-Habari (3™ century), the exegesis attributed to Ali b. Ibrahim Qummi (3™ century).

These early exegeses are Shiite narrative exegeses that have paid attention to
Imamate and its references as well. Some of them even include the virtues of the Ahlulbayt
and the demerits of the enemies of the Ahlulbayt. On the other hand, most of these
exegeses have interpreted some verses and most of their interpretations are about the
miracles of the Prophet and Imams. Additionally, in some of these exegeses, the meaning of
the words Shi‘a, rdfidi, tagiyyah, the virtues of the companions, as well as specific Shiite
interpretations of the verses of the Quran have been discussed; however, in these sources,
the verse of Abraham’s trial is used as an argument and reference for the existence of the
tenet of Imamate and the Imamate of Imam Ali has not been discussed. It is as though they
didn't consider this verse and its interpretation to be indicative of the issue of Imamate in
these works. However, when we reach the 4" century AH, in two exegeses, that is, Tafsir
Ayyashi and Tafsir Furat, we come across contents related to Imamate under the verse of
the trial of Abraham.

It is now very important to note that these two sources were written in the 4™ century,
during the time of the formation of the Shiite Buyid Dynasty, which ruled over a large part of
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Iran and Iraq and the Arabian Peninsula up to the northern borders of Damascus, and one of
the characteristics of these works of this period is interpretationism (Qobadi, 2006). Apart
from this, these sources are usually full of exaggerated narrations about the Imams (peace be
upon him). Therefore, the existence of the narrations of the specific exegesis of verse 124 of
al-Bagarah in these sources is problematic and requires special investigation and verification.

Conclusion
By examining early Shiite exegeses and the evidence of these exegeses, it becomes clear
that early Shiites did not take the Trial of Abraham Verse as proof of the existence of the
issue of Imamate at least until the 4™ century and they have not cited it in this regard.
Therefore, it seems that early Shiite exegetes did not turn to the analysis of the verse and
its functions in theological issues regarding the issue of specific Imamate.
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Abstract

In some instances of the verses of the Holy Quran, there is a difference of opinion about the
referent of some pronouns, and this has led to the different interpretations of some verses. There
is a difference of opinion among the commentators about the referent of the pronoun “hu™ (he/it)
in the word “sarrafnahd” in verse fifty of the al-Furgan Chapter. According to the preceding and
following verses, some consider the referent of the pronoun to be rain, some have regarded it to
refer to all the blessings mentioned in the al-Furgan Chapter, including rain; however, some
exegetes, considering the instances of the usage of the word tasrif in the Quran and reflecting on
verse fifty-two of the same chapter, which has discussed the Greater Jihad, have returned the
pronoun in “sarrafnahid” to the Quran. In this research, through the method of comparative
exegesis, we have examined the opinions of exegetes about the referent of the pronoun in the
verse in question, and by criticizing the first and second views, we have shown that apparently
verses fifty to fifty-two of the al-Furgan Chapter do not have a specific semantic connection with
the verses before and after them and they are an independent descent unit, so to speak and
therefore, the referent of the pronoun “hu™ in “sarrafnahd” is the Holy Quran.

Keywords: verse fifty of the al-Furgan Chapter, rain in the Quran, tasrif in the Quran,
pronoun referent in the Quran
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Introduction

In some instances of the verses of the Holy Quran, there is a difference of opinion about
the referent of some pronouns, and this has caused the different interpretations of some
verses. On the other hand, the connection of the verses of one chapter with the preceding
and following verses, as well as the words of the same verse, helps considerably in
understanding their meaning. In some instances, a number of Quranic verses do not have
a specific semantic connection with the verses before and after them, and they have a
revelation independent of them, so to speak. One of the cases of disagreement among
exegetes is the pronoun referent in verse fifty of the al-Furgan Chapter. In this research,
the views of the exegetes in this area have been analyzed and finally, through the method
of comparative exegesis, the selected point of view has been analyzed and explained
relying on several proofs.

Views regarding the pronoun referent in verse fifty of the al-Furqan Chapter
In general, the views of the exegetes regarding the referent of the pronoun in verse fifty of
the al-Furgan Chapter can be divided into three categories, which will be discussed below.
The first point of view
Some exegetes have returned the pronoun “hu” in “sarrafnahi” to water in verse forty-
eight of the same chapter. In this case, the meaning of the verse becomes: “Certainly We
distribute jt [water] among them so that they may take admonition. But most people are
only intent on ingratitude.”*

Review and Criticism of the first point of view: The most important reason that
the advocates of the first point of view cling to is that since in the previous verses, there
was talk of the rain coming down and the earth coming to life by it, thus, the pronoun in
“sarrafnahid” also refers to it. This analysis is consistent with the apparent words of the
verses, but there are several objections against it: firstly, verses fifty to fifty-two do not
have a specific semantic connection with the verses before and after them because the
verses before fifty and after fifty-two discuss the many blessings that God has placed at
the disposal of human beings. However, in verse fifty, the discussion of tasrif has come for
warning, the ungratefulness of people, sending a warner, and Jihad with the disbelievers.
Secondly, the examination of instances of the use of the word tasrif in the Quran shows

30 Qarai translation. Retrieved from www.tanzil.net. (All translations in the article are from the
same source).
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that most of them refer to the Quran, such as “We have certainly interspersed this Quran
with every [kind of] parable for the people, but most people are only intent on ingratitude”
[al-Isra: 89]. Thirdly, many blessings have been mentioned in the verses before and after
toward which people are ungrateful, and they are not only rain but also the sun, moon,
night and day, and human creation.

The second point of view

The referent of the pronoun is all the blessings mentioned in the previous verses, such as
rain, clouds, and wind. Zamakhshari (1407 AH/1987) writes in his exegesis on the referent
of the pronoun in this verse: “Abu Muslim’s view is that We will return all the blessings
(rain, clouds, wind, and shade) among the people” (vol. 3, p. 285).

Criticism and review of the second point of view: The same objections that were
raised against the first view are also raised against this one. Basically, the second point of
view has only expanded on the instances and brought the other examples mentioned in
the previous and following verses along with rain and returned the pronoun to the whole
speech, which is the same reminder of blessings.

The third point of view

The referent of the pronoun in “sarrafnahi” is the Quran. lbn Atiyyah (1422 AH/2001) has
stated that it has been narrated from lbn Abbas that the pronoun “hu” in “sarrafnahd”
refers to the Quran (not rain or something else): “Ilbn Abbas says that the pronoun in
“sarrafnahid” refers to the Quran, although there was no mention of it before. The phrase
“wage... against them with it” [al-Furgan: 52] strengthens the view that it means the
Quran” (vol. 4, p. 214).

It seems that regarding verses fifty to fifty-two of the al-Furgan Chapter and their
pronoun referents, it can also be said that since there is no specific semantic connection
between the verses before and after these verses, if these two verses are removed from
the verses before and after, it would create no problem in their meaning. Similarly, the
instances of the use of the word tasrif in the Quran lead us to the fact that the referent of
the pronoun in “sarrafnahi” refers to the Quran, not rain or the other blessings
mentioned in the verses before it.

The narration of lbn Abbas also confirms that this pronoun refers to the Quran
and not to rain or something else. This view can be confirmed by considering the
repetition of the word “sarrafnahid” in the Quran and its combination with similar verses.
In addition, the meaning of tasrif and change in the Quran is mentioned in the form of a
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promise, promises, commands and prohibitions, and the history of the predecessors, and
by considering the pronoun “hu” to mean the Quran, the meaning fits better than rain.

Conclusion
Examining the instances of the use of the word tasrif in the Holy Quran (ten cases) shows
that in nine cases they refer to the Quran, and in the verse in question, tasrif refers to the
Quran due to the meaning of the verses before and after, as well as Jihad with the Quran
in verse fifty-two. In the verses of the al-Furgan Chapter, many blessings are mentioned,
including the creation of human beings, night and day, salty and sweet seas, and rain, and
we have no specific reason to consider the pronoun in “sarrafnahd” to refer only to rain.
It seems that verses fifty to fifty-two of the al-Furqan Chapter are an independent
revelation unit and do not have a specific semantic connection to the verses before and
after them. The reason for this is that if we remove the verses in question from among the
verses before and after, it would create no problem or defect in the meaning of the verses
and their meaning would be connected. Therefore, according to the mentioned contents,
tasrif in verse fifty of the al-Furgan Chapter refers to the Quran and its guiding teachings.
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