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Abstract

One of the most fundamental issues related to the exegesis of the Qur’an is investigating
the role of traditional sources in Tafsir. The commentators have adopted different
methods in the interpretation of the Qur’an with regard to the extent by which they have
used narratives. In the exegetical view on the self-sufficiency of the Qur’an, contrary to
the idea of exclusive reliance on the Qur’an, although it is not essential it is permissible
to use the narratives. However, the idea of correlation between the Qur’an and Hadith in
Tafsir states that it is necessary to use narratives in the interpretation, and contrary to the
approach of exclusive reliance on the Hadith, it holds that it is essential to utilize all valid
references such as the Qur’an, Hadith, and reason to achieve an authentic exegesis.
Using comparative-analytic approach, this study proved that the idea holding the
interrelatedness of the Qur’an and Hadith in interpretation is preferred to the doctrine of
the self-sufficiency of the Qur’anic exegesis and not relying on traditions. The results of
the study showed that the former view is more compatible with the Qur’anic verses and
prophetic traditions because according to some verses and Hadith, the infallibles are in
charge of the explanation and exegesis of the Qur’an so it is essential to use valid
narratives in order to achieve an authentic and comprehensive Tafsir of the Qur’an.

Keywords: Self-Sufficiency of the Qur’an, Methodology of Tafsir, the Role of Riwayat
(Narratives), Employing Hadith, Narrative Exegesis (Tafsir bi-al-Riwaya)
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