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A Case Study of Syntactic Embedding in Transitive and
Intransitive Verbs and Their Validity in the Tafsirs al-
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A branch of Arabic syntax and in particular studying syntactic embedding have been
developed for understanding the Holy Quran, hence experts of Arabic syntax studies
focused on linguistic embedding, its features, and uses. One of the several effects of
syntactic embedding is changing intransitive verbs to single-object transitive verbs, and
changing single-object transitive verbs to two-object transitive verbs. This paper attempts
to explore aspects of syntactic embedding and giving an overview of them, with special
regard to transitive and intransitive verbs in three Quran tafsirs, namely al-Tibyan of
Sheikh al-Tusi, al-Jami' li-Ahkam al-Quran of al-Qurtubi, and al-Mizan of Allama
- Tabatabaie. There are some benefits, for example, one of the benefits of using syntactic
% embedding is changing intransitive verbs to single-object transitive verbs and the single-
object transitive verbs to two-object transitive verbs. Their syntactic-rhetorical effects are
k evident. Also experts of Arabic syntax are ahead of tafsir experts in giving syntactic
argumentations. Among the tafsir authors, the above three tafsir experts render the same
syntactic interpretation of embedding; however, Sheikh al-Tusi and al-Qurtubi never
used the Arabic syntactic term "tazmin", instead they used other synonymous terms, for
example, "in the sense of", "or", and "signifying"; however, Allama Tabatabaie used the
very term "tzmin".
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