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Abstract

One of the dangers that threaten comparative exegesis, especially in the theological and
jurisprudential verses, is falling into the abyss of religious interpretation. Therefore, the distinction
between comparative exegesis and religious exegesis is an undeniable necessity. The following
paper seeks to answer the following questions using the textual research method: What is religious
exegesis? What are its similarities and differences with comparative exegesis? With the research
that was done, after introducing the roots of religious exegesis and presenting two definitions of
it, it was concluded that religious exegesis is similar to comparative exegesis, in the two axes of the
presence of commonalities and differences, and the comparison between the interpretative
opinions of two denominations. And it is distinct from comparative exegesis in four wide scopes of
foundations, methods, goals, and conclusions. In addition, the psychological factor, that is, the
exegete belonging to a certain method of interpretation, has been introduced as one of the factors
influencing the religiousness of the exegesis. Similarly, by pointing out that each of the comparative
and religious exegeses have their own specific function the necessity of non-biased and reasoned
religious exegesis has been emphasized.

Keywords: comparative exegesis, religious exegesis, the similarities between comparative
and religious exegeses, the differences between comparative and religious exegeses

*Received 2 September 2023; Received in revised 23 November 2023; Accepted 31 December 2023; Published online 29 April 2024

Cite this article: Tayyeb Hoseini, S., M., & Mortazavi, E. (2024). Religious Exegesis: Essence,
Similarities, and Differences with Comparative Exegesis. Comparative Interpretation Research,
10(1), 139-162. https://doi.org/10.22091/ptt.2024.9170.2215

(ool
Publisher: University of Qom © The Author(s)



mailto:tayebh@rihu.ac.ir
mailto:tayebh@rihu.ac.ir
mailto:si.mortazavi@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-5681-0270
https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7967-3408

PANComparative Interpretation Research, 2024, Vol. 10, No. 1

Introduction

One of the harms that threaten comparative exegesis in the field of theological and
jurisprudential verses is falling into religious exegesis. The problem that is seen in the
comparative debates of the Shiite and Sunni denominations, as one of the types of
comparative exegesis, is the accusation that some Sunni commentators have made against
Shiite commentators, that Shiite exegetes interpret the disputed verses of the
denominations religiously, while these same debates are considered comparative not
religious from the perspective of Shiite Quran researchers. In the works of Shiite
researchers and exegetes, a religious reading of Sunni exegesis is also sometimes seen.
This issue requires that clear criteria be defined to separate religious exegesis from
comparative exegesis through them. Based on this, using the textual research method,
the following paper seeks to answer the following questions: What is religious exegesis?
What are its differences and commonalities with comparative exegesis? In other words,
what are the characteristics of religious exegesis that distinguish it from comparative
exegesis?

Definition of religious exegesis
Two definitions have been given for religious exegesis:

1. The meaning of religious exegesis is that an exegete, without paying attention to
the correct rules of exegesis and without using valid sources of exegesis, puts all
his effort into interpreting the Quran in accordance with his religious belief and
the purpose of the exegete is to use the verses of the Quran to prove his beliefs
and has a pessimistic and negative view towards the teachings of the opposing
denomination.

2. The meaning of religious exegesis is that the interpreter’s efforts in interpreting
the Quran are aimed at interpreting the Quran in accordance with the theological
and jurisprudential beliefs of his own denomination, without trying to impose his
religious beliefs on the verses of the Quran.

Commonalities between religious and comparative exegesis
Religious exegesis and comparative exegesis have two things in common: 1) similarities
and differences between the viewpoints of the two denominations and between the two
sides of the comparison, and 2) a comparison between viewpoints. Of course, the element
of comparison between views is one of the pillars of comparative exegesis but this
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comparison is not necessary in religious exegesis because many religious interpretations
of a verse of the Holy Quran can be done without comparing it with the views of other
religions.

Differences between religious and comparative exegesis

Despite the commonalities between religious and comparative exegesis, there are more
differences between these two exegetive approaches and these two approaches differ in
four areas: 1) Difference in scope: the fields of comparative exegesis are much wider than
that of religious exegesis. 2) Difference in foundations: for example, the involvement of
theological and religious beliefs in exegesis is one of the foundations of religious
interpretation but these beliefs should not be involved in comparative exegesis. 3)
Difference in method: In religious exegesis, tools and sources are used that are not
appropriate to be used for comparative exegesis. 4) Difference in purpose and result: In
religious exegesis, the goal is to prove the religion of the exegete but in comparative
exegesis, the exegete should pursue other purposes, including achieving a more correct
interpretation, regardless of proving his religion. Similarly, the psychological factor, that is,
the exegete’s belonging to a certain method in the exegesis is one of the factors
influencing the religiousness of the exegesis.

Conclusion

Comparative exegesis and non-biased religious exegesis each have their own function and
it is also necessary to separate comparative exegesis from religious exegesis. Two
definitions for religious exegesis can be enumerated. Comparative and religious exegeses
differ in the four axes of scope, foundations, methods, and goals and results among the
two approaches of comparative exegesis and religious exegesis. The exegete’s belonging
to a certain method of exegesis is also one of the factors influencing the religiousness of
exegesis.
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